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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


MEDICAL TEACHER’S ASSOCIATION. 
New Haven, June 4th, 1860. 


The Convention of Medical Teachers, according to adjourn- 
ment at Louisville, Ky., met at 10 o’clock, A. M., in the 
lecture room of Yale Medical College, Dr. Dixi Crosby, Presi- 
dent, in the chair, and on motion, adjourned to meet again at 
384 o’clock, P. M. ; 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Convention met according to adjournment, and was 
called to order by the President. The Secretary being absent, 
on motion of Prof. Palmer, of Mich., Prof. H. A. Johnson was 
elected Secretary. 

The minutes of the Convention at Louisville, were read, 
and on motion, alist of the delegates was prepared, from which 
it appeared that the following institutions were represented : 
The Long Island College Hospital, by Prof. Austin Flint ; Med. 
Department of Dartmouth College, by Prof. Dixi Crosby and 
QO. P. Hubbard; Medical Department of the University of 
Lonisville, Ky., by Prof. R. J. Breckenridge; Savannah Med- 
ical College of Georgia, by Prof. R. D. Arnold; Medical 
Department of Yale College Conn., by Profs. Jonathan Knight 
and Benj. Silliman, Jr.; Medical Department of the University 
of Michigan, by Prof. A. B. Palmer; Harvard Medical Col- 
lege of Mass., by Profs. D. Humphreys Storer and G. O. 
Shattuck ; Berkshire Medical College, of Mass., by Prof. W. 
H. H. Thayer; Medical College of Virginia, by Prof. J. B, 
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McCaw; Atlanta Medical College, of Georgia, by Prof. Jas. 
P. Logan; Missouri Medical College, by Prof. Jos. N. Me 
Dowell; Medical Department of Lind University, Ill, by 
Profs. N. 8. Davis and H. A. Johnson; Medical College of 
South Carolina, by Prof. Henry R. Frost; Iowa University, 
by Profs. D. L. McGugin and Daniel Meeker; Geneva Med- 
ical College, by Prof. Frederick Hyde; Albany Medical Col- 
lege, by Prof. Alden March. 


The committee appointed at the previous convention to con- 
fer with a similar committee of the American Medical Associ- 
ation, reported through their chairman, Prof. Shattuck, a 
preamble giving an account of their doings, and proposing a 
series of resolutions, as follows: 


Ist. Lesolved, That the Medical Colleges represented in 
this Convention, are willing to adopt the rule, if it be recom- | 
mended by the American Medical Association, that every 
candidate for the degree of Doctor in Medicine must present 
certificates of having assiduously studied medicine during the 
period of three full years under the direction of a regular 

ractitioner of medicine, recognized as such by the American 
Medical Association, who shall certify to the same under his 
own hand, and of attendance on two full courses of medical 
lectures in a medical school, recognized as regularly organized 
by the American Medical Association, with an interval of at 
least three months between the termination of the first course 
and the commencement of the last. 


2d. Resolved, That the medical colleges represented in this 
Convention, are willing to keep a register of their students, in 
which sball be entered the name, the age, the period of com- 
mencing medical studies, and diploma already received, with 
the name of the college conferring it, and the name of the 
preceptor. 

3d. Resolved, That the medical colleges represented in this 
convention, allowing that the proposed plan of admitting dele- 
gates from State Societies to attend the examination of the 
candidates for the degree of Doctor in Medicine to have been 
successfully carried out in several places do not think that it 
can with advantage be universally adopted; but, at the same 
time they are ready to ascertain and discuss any other measure 
by which the admission of unsuitable and unworthy members 
within the ranks of the profession can be prevented. 


4th. Resolved, That this Convention earnestly recommend 
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the American Medical Association to adopt such measures as 
will secure the efficient practical enforcement of the standard 
of preliminary education adopted at its first organization in 
May, 1847, or «fa standard put forth by the medical society 
of the State in which a college is located, and, that medical 
colleges will thankfully receive and record the certificates 
alluded to in said standard, and one of moral character, when- 
ever the profession generally, and the preceptors, will see that 
students are properly supplied with them. 

5th. Lesolved, That Hospital Clinical instruction constitutes 
a necessary part of medical education; and that every candi- 
date for the degree of Doctor in Medicine, shall be required to 
have attended such instruction regularly for a period of not 
less than four months. 

6th. Lesolued, That the members of this Convention are 
ready to co operate in any efforts by which the attention of the 
community and of legislatures shall be called to the importance 
of the endowment of medical colleges and professorships. 

7th. Resolved, That the attention of the American Medical 
Association be called to the proofs, in a letter from a German 
Medical Professor, of the degree of Doctor in medicine being 
conferred in Germany on unsuitable persons to be used in this 
country. 

On motion of Prof. Davis, the report was received, and the 
resolutions taken up seriatum. 

Prof. Flint moved to amend the first resolution by omitting 
the words “ with at least an interval of three months between 
the termination of the first and the commencement of the 
last.” 

The amendment was discussed somewhat at length by Profs. 
Flint, McDowell, Davis, Palmer, Shattuck, Arnold, Frost and 
Logan, after which it was rejected. 

On motion of Prof. McDowell, the first resolution was laid 
on the table, to be taken up at a future time. 

On motion of Prof. Thayer, the second resolution was 
adopted. 

The third resolution was discussed by Profs. McCaw, Breck- 
enridge, Knight, Palmer, McDowell and Davis. 

Prof. Logan offered the following as a substitute for the 
whole report : 

Whereas, It is apparent that the Medical Colleges of the 
United States are not disposed to adopt the measures indicated 
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by the American Medical Association, for the establishment 
of a higher system of medical education, as manifested by the 
failure upon the part of a large portion (and among the num- 
ber some of the most prominent) to be represented at the Con- 
vention of Colleges. held last year in Louisville, and by a 
renewal of the same course of action towards the adjourned 
meeting of said Convention, and as no action on the part of 
the Colleges represented would be likely to effect any change 
in the present system of medical education, and any attempt 
on the part of this limited representation to initiate any reform 
i be regarded as an offensive assumption of power, there- 
ore, 

Resolved, That this body declines to act for the Medical 
Colleges of the United States. 

Resolved, That in the Medical Colleges alone resides the 
power ot effecting any desirable change in the present system 
of medical education, and it is only from their united action 
that any good result can be expected. 

Resolved, That a Committee of—— be appointed to report 
the action of this body to the American Medical Association. 


The substitute was discussed by Profs. Logan, Shattuck, 
Crosby, McGugin, McDowell, Storer and Palmer, and finally 
rejected. 

At this stage of the proceedings Prof. Logan retired trom 
the Convention, stating that he did not feel at liberty to act 
with it as the representative of the Atlanta Medical College. 

On motion, the convention adjourned till Tuesday morning 
at 9 o'clock. 





SECOND DAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
June 5. 


The Convention was called to order by the President, Dr. 
Crosby. 

The following additional Institutions were represented : 
University of Maryland, by Prof, Edward Warren ; University 
of Buffalo, by Prof. Thomas F. Rochester and Jas. P. White ; 
St. Louis Medical College, by Prof. J. B. Johnson; Castleton 
Medical College, by Prof. E. K. Sanborn; Maine Medical Col- 
lege, by Prof. Nourse. 
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On motion of Prof. Shattuck the third resolution was 
adopted. | 

On motion of Prof. McDowell the fourth resolution was 
adopted. 


On motion, the order of business was suspended, when Prof. 
Frost presented the following communication in regard to 
Medical Education in the South. 


“T should wish to be heard while I make a few remarks on 
the progress of Education at the South, and the advances we 
have made in fulfilling the requirements of the Association, 
The report in my hand of the Dean of the Medical College of 
the State of South Carolina, of the graduates of that College 
and their requirements, presents a total of 114 graduates—all 
of whom had a preparatory education, such as the Association 
requires. Nearly all, with the exception of six, have had 
good literary opportunities : some graduates of colleges, others 
of academies of high repute, others instructed in the classics. 
Even those whose studies were confined to English, have had 
their minds strengthened by the study of Mathematics. 

In making this statement, I would not be uvderstcod to say 
that they were weil versed in the classics: but they have 
enjoyed the opportunity and profited in a greater or less 
degree by it. Neither would I be understood to say that our 
graduates are all Doctors. The diploma conferred is only an 
evidence that they have undergone a course of study; that 
they have been instructed in the principles of the profession, 
and made acquainted with the means by which they are to 
arrange and systematize the various occurrences presented to 
them—in short, that the foundation has only been laid by 
which they are to pursue advantageously their researches, and 
act for themselves. To be able Doctors and successful practi- 
tioners, requires years of study and observation, and there are 
many who after all this application have never been made 
Doctors. 

The community in which a young graduate reside, soon 
becomes aware of this fact: it is only after a long apprentice- 
ship, and years of toil and devotion to his business, that he 
acquires practice and confidence. Confidence is proverbially 
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a plant of slow growth, and it is only after the individual 
has proved himself worthy that it is freely bestowed. Still, 
however, every Doctor has been a student, and as such has to 
endure taunts and imputations as to his qualifications. I well 
remember when a student in Medicine, forty-seven years since, 
fashionable ladies commented upon the homely appearance 
and neglected dress of the students of Philadelphia, and taunt- 


_ ingly observed that there was little to be observed in the 


streets but dogs and Virginia doctors! Yet from these classes 
of whom these remarks were made, there came forth a Wood, 
Mitchell, Meigs, McClelland, Hodge, Bartons, Darrach, and not 
to forget my own section, Dickson, Holbrook, Ramsay, and 
many others. Yet these young men were as ungainly as 
many at the present day; but they contained the gem as 
many of the present day, which required only to be polished. 
Education has been progressive to my observation; our grad- 
uates show their desire to excel by seeking opportunities abroad 
for greater requirements. In my day our reading was desul- 
tory and without system. My preceptor pointed to his library 
and told me to select my reading. My anatomical studies 
were pursued with a scalpel and the Dublin dissector. Our 
clinical instruction was nothing virtually. Mark the difference 
at the present time. Your winter and summer courses ; your 
crowded hospitals; your private instructions, and your model 
plates, &c. All these speak trumpet-tongued that the work of 
improvement is onward.” 


On motion of Prof. McDowell it was directed to be appended 
to transactions of this body, for the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

On motion the fifth resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Prof. McDowell the sixth resolution was 
adopted. 

On motion of Prof. Shattuck, the seventh resolution was 
adopted. 

On motion of Prof. Arnold the first resolution was taken 
from the table. 

Prof. Shattuck offered for the first resolution a new one 
precisely the same as the first, with the exception of the last 
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clause in regard to the interval of time between the first and 
last courses of lectures. 


It was discussed by Prof. Shattuck, McDowell, Flint, Arnold, 
Breckenridge, Davis, Palmer, McCaw, Nourse and White. 


Prof. White moved that the substitute and the original 
resolution be laid on the table. The motion was lost. 


Prof. Breckenridge called for the vote on the substitute 
offered by Prof. Shattuck by colleges. 


The substitute was lost by the following vote : 


Ayes—Long Island College Hospital, Medical Department 
of Dartmouth College, Medical Department of the University 
of Michigan, Berkshire Medical Coliege, Iowa University, 
Castleton Medical College, University of Buffalo, Maine Medical 
College—8. ; 


. Noes.—Medical Department of the University of Louisville, 
Savannah Medical College, Medical Department of Yale Cal- 
lege, Harvard Medical College, Medical College of Virginia, 
Missouri Medical College, Medical Department of Lind 
University, Medical College of the State of South Carolina, 
Geneva Medical College, Albany Medical College, University 
of Maryland, St. Louis Medical College—12. 


Profs. MeGugin and Palmer, in voting for the substitute, 
explained that they did so because they were in favor of the 
propositions therein contained, and hoped that a distinct 
proposition, relating to the length of the inter regnum of cour- 
ses similar to that contained in the original resolution might 
be presented, that they might vote for it. 

The motion on the original resolution was then taken by 
colleges, and adopted by the following vote: 


Ayes—Medical Department of Dartmouth College, Savan- 
nah Medical College, Harvard Medical College, Berkshire 
Medical College, Medical College of Virginia, Missouri Medi- 
cal College, Medical Department of Lind University, Medical 
College of the State of South Carolina, Iowa University, 
Geneva Medical College, Albany Medical College, University 
of Maryland, St. Louis Medical College, Castleton Medical 
College—14 


Noes—Long Island College Hospital, University of Buffalo, 
Maine Medical College—8. 
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On motion of Prof. Davis— 

Lesolved, That the Committee of which Dr. Shattuck is 
Chairman, be requested to report the doings of the Convention, 
with the resolutions adopted, to the American Medical 
Association. 
| On motion, the convention adjourned to meet again at the 
| call of the President. 





H. A. JOHNSON, Secretary. 





oo 
> 





THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





FiRST DAY. 


‘ The convention met in the Chapel of Yale College, and at 
11 o’clock was called to order—President, Dr. Henry Miller, 
of Kentucky, in the chair. 

Prof. Fisher, of Yale College, opened the convention with 
prayer. 

Dr. Chas. Hooker moved the Committee of Reception re- 
port. Dr. Knight, as chairman of the committee, made a most 
felicitous salutatory to the Convention, and was received with 
much applause. He spoke ably, and showed the lofty char- 
acter of such a Convention. His remarks on the progress of 
medicine, and especially of the art of surgery, were received 
with marked attention. He reviewed with his remarkable 
liveliness and interesting manner the wonderful improvements, 
such as the ligature of the great arteries, the introduction of 
anaesthetic agents in the greater operations, thus relieving 
that stinging pain and great anguish to which patients were 
formerly subjected. He closed by welcoming the profession 
to the hospitalities of the city, and welcoming them all to 
open homes and hearts. 

Dr. Chas. Hooker then followed in behalf of the Committee 
of Arrangements. He spoke as follows: 

Mr. Presipent, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE Am. Mep. Assool- 
TIon :—It is with unwonted gratification that the Committee of 
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Arrangements welcome you to the City of New Haven. And 
weonly bespeak the common feeling of our fellow citizens in 
saying that we are delighted—nay, proud—to receive you as 
our guests. We feel that any city is highly honored to become 
the chosen place of meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion—a select delegated national Congress, representative of 
forty thousand members of a learned avd humane profession. 
As a city, we appreciate this honor, and should be ungrateful 
did we not receive you with a generous and cordial welcome. 
You meet, gentlemen, for a great and noble object—for the 
promotion of a science vitally linked with the interests of 
humanity. Your meetings have a most happy influence in 
strengthening those ties by which the great Fraternity of 
Medicine are bound in social compact. Another salutary 
incidental benefit of your meetings, results from their affording 
an annual period for relaxation and social enjoyment. . 

Too many physicians prematurely break down in their 
career of usefulness, in consequence of unremitted and arduous 
application to their professional duties; and many of you now 
present, whose exhausted physical and mental energies need 
recruiting, could hardly have been drawn away from your 
routine of toil and care, but for your sense of bounden duty 
to aid in the great object of this Association. We congratulate 
you, therefore, bretheren, on this annual recurrence of our 
National Medical Jubilee. In behalf of the faculty of Yale, 
we welcome you to the halls of this ancient seat of learning, 
in which you are invited to hold your sessions; and in behalf 
of the citizens generally of New Haven, we tender you the 
hospitalities of onr city. 

We hope that to all of you this meeting will be a season of 
pleasant social intercourse long to be remembered for the 
many friendships here formed ; and we trust that the harmony 
and wisdem of your counsels will efficiently promote the great 
benevolent objects of our organization.” 


The President ordered as the next business, the calling of 
the roll. This occupied some half an hour, which the galleries 
and the Convention to some extent used as a recess. 


The whole number of Delegates who answered to their 
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names was between 275 and 300. When all are present the 
whole number of Delegates will probably exceed the last 
figure. Twenty-seven States and the District of Columbia are 
represented in the Convention. There are also a few from 
the United States Navy. 

Dr. Charles Hooker here gave notice of the five divisions 
and their respective rooms as follows : 

1st, Anatomy and Physiology, President’s Lecture Room. 

2d, Surgery, Geological Cabinet. 

3d, Practical Medicine and Obstetrics, Geological Cabinet. 

4th, Chemistry and Materia Medica, Chemical Labratory. 

5th, Meteorology, Chemical Labratory. 

Dr. James Hadley, of Mass., moved that if any Surgeons or 
Physicians from the Navy be present, they be invited to take 
seats on the floor of the Convention; carried. 

Dr. Jno. Bronson asked if seats had been reserved for the 
ladies attending the Convention with their husbands ; also, for 
ladies in general. 
~ Dr. Chas. Hooker stated that the galleries were open to the 
ladies, and the gallantry of the gentlemen would prompt them 
to make room at all times. The President stated that the 
Committee on parliamentary rules were ready to report— 
ordered. 

Report was read. 


Dr. Brodie moved, before the resolutions be acted on, they 
be printed. 


Dr. Cox moved an amendment, that 500 copies be printed. 
Amended again by the motion that 1000 copies be printed. 

Here an exciting discussion took place in regard to the 
necessity of having them printed, merely for acting upon, and 
after an indiscriminate debate, urging the prevalence of pet 
motions and amendments, a motion to lay the whole affair on 
the table, prevailed, by a small majority. 

A motion for a recess of ten minutes was then carried, the 
object being to give each State an opportunity to choose its 
member of the Nominating Committee. 

At a quarter before one o’clock, the Convention re-assembled, 
when the following Committee was declared. 
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District of Columbia—Dr. Boyle. 

Maryland—C. C. Cox. 

Kentucky—R. J. Breckenridge. 

North Carolina—James H. Dixon. 

Tennessee—I. S. White. 

Delaware—Lewis P. Bush. 

Louisiana—Austin Flint, Jr. 

Minnesota— Daniel W. Hand. 

Georgia—N. W. Brown. 

Massachusetts—D. Humphreys Storer. 

Maine—Amos Nourse. 

Indiana—Daniel Meeker. 4 

New Jersey—J. 8. English. 

Rhode Island—James H. Eldridge. 

New Hampshire—George H. Hubbard. 

MIllinois—A. L. McArthur. 

Mississippi—U. G. Williams. 

Michigan—C, L. Ford. 

Pennsylvania—Wilson Jewell. 

Iowa—D. L. McGugin. 

Ohio—Robert Thompson. 

Missouri—M. A. Pallen. 

Vermont—Charles L. Allen. 

Virginia—James H. Connag. 

Conuecticut—L. N. Beardsley. 

South Carolina—H. R. Frost. 

New York—H. D. Bulkley. 

A motion was made and carried, inviting the Legislature to 
be present at the opening of the Convention in the afternoon, 
to listen to the address of the President, as it would have 
some reference to medico-legal topics. 








AFTERNOON SESSION. 


At 3 o’clock, the Convention came together, and notwith- 
standing the unpleasant weather, the galleries were well filled, 
including quite a number of ladies. 

Convention called to order. 

Gov. Buckingham and Lt. Gov. Catlin appeared on the stage, 
and were introduced to the Convention amid applause. 
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The Secretary, Dr. Bemis, of Kentucky, then gave the 
names of the Committee on Credentials. 

When the House had become still, President Henry Miller 
was introduced, and delivered his Valedictory Address. 

Quite a number of the members of the Legislature were 
present. Most of it was a bold exposition of personal opinions 
regarding the moderate and limited standard of medical educa- 
tion. We could see, as he advanced his views regarding pre- 
liminary instruction and the duties of Medical Colleges in 
raising their standards of requirements, that he had the cordial 
_ support of the Convention, by the earnest attention and fre- 
quent applanse attending his suggestions. 

The Nominating Committee here reported the names of 
officers for the Convention, as follows : 

President—E.1 Ives, Conn. 

Vice Presidents—Wilson Jewell, Pa.; A. B. Palmer, Mich.; 
Joseph P. Logan, Ga.; J. N. McDowell, Mo. 

Secretaries not reported. 

Treasurer —Casper Wistar, Pa. 

The various Committees were then appointed to wait upon 
the different grades of officers to the stage, as follows: 

For escort of President: Jonathan Knight and Dixi Crosby. 

For Vice-Presidents: W. C. Snead, of Ky.; Wm. Brodie, of 
Mich.; Edward Warren, of Md.; R. C, Foster, of Tenn.; H. I. 
Bowditch, of Mass.: Lewis Sayre, of N. Y.: Jno. L. Atlee, of 
Pa.; Austin Flint, of La. 


Several invitations to visit prominent public places and 
factories of the city were read, and times set apart for such 
visits. At 5 o’clock this (Wednesday) afternoon, the Conven- 
tion, will visit Messrs. G. & D. Cook & Co.’s carriage factory. 

Motions were made of acceptance of the invitations, &c. 

Motions made to suspend business and receive the officers 
just elected. They were received with great and prolonged 
applause. 

President Dr. Ives made a very short address, of which the 
following is nearly a verbatim report : 

“ All he had, all he was, he owed to his profession. He 
loved it. He had two sons in the profession, also a grandson ; 
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and he, like a very distinguished physician of the present 
century, could say he would visit the sick as long as he could 
go, and when he was unable, he would be carried to the bed- 
side.” 

He was followed by First Vice President, Dr. Wilson 
Jewell, who will preside over the deliberations of the Conven- 
tion. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, offered a series of resolutions to the 
specific business of morning and afternoon sessions, as follows: 

Resolved, That the general meetings of the association after 
this day, shall be restricted to the es sessions, aud the 
afternoon sessions, commencing at 3 o’clock, shall be devoted 
to the hearing of papers and discussions in the several sections. 

Resolved, That each section shall choose its own officers, 
and make its own rules of order. 

There were other resolutions of this same series which are 
not reported, because not finally acted upon. The third one 
relative to the referring of public essays, addresses, &c. to 
their respective sections, caused a long and exciting debate, in 
which Drs. Watson, Reese, Miller and Palmer, took a promi- 
nent part. After the discussion had run on over an hour, 
without seeming to come to any mutual understanding in the 
matter, a motion to table this resolution was almost unani- 
mously carried, with the proviso that Dr. Davis should have 
an opportunity to revise it, and at his own time to bring it 
again before the Convention. 

Dr. Little, of California was then announced, and although 
not a regular delegate, was invited to a seat on the floor of the 
Convention, there being no delegate from California. 

A committee on Voluntary Communications was then 
appointed, viz: Drs. E. D. Foree, of Kentucky ; T. W. Blatch- 
ford, of New York; N. 8. Davis, of Illinois; R. LaRoche, of 
Pennsylvania; T. F. Rochester, of New York. 

At his own request, Dr. LaRoche was excused from serving 
on this committee. 

Dr. Reuchenberger, of Pennsylvania, was appointed in his 
stead. 


The report of the Treasurer was then called for, read and 
adopted, then referred to Committee on Publication. 
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The Committee on Publications then reported. Report 
accepted. 
Committee on Prize Essays was called on to report, but 
failed to do so through absence. 
Adjourned. 
SECOND DAY.—WEDNESDAY. 


The Convention was called to order by the First Vice Pres- 
ident, Dr. Wilson Jewell, of Penn. 

The minutes of the convention of yesterday were read and 
approved. 

The President announced that the subscription list for the 
Sydenham Society was on the Secretary’s table. 

An opportunity was now given for Delegates to name phy- 
sicians trom States not represented, also from the Army and 
Navy, as members by invitation. 

Dr. Gardiner moved that the rules of order be suspended 
for Dr. Logan, of Ga., to tender his resignation as Vice Presi- 
dent. Resignation accepted. 

Committee on Education reported—Dr. Reese, Chairman. 

This was far the most lengthy and deeply studied report yet 
made, being a most able exposition of the necessities of our 
Medical Colleges. We hope to give this in full hereafter. He 
particularly dwelt on the necessities in preliminary education 
—Practical Anatomy, Pathology, and Clinical Medicine. He 
ably supported his argument in favor of lengthened terms of 
‘study, with a less number of lectures per day—four being the 
maximum. 

_ Dr. Bodie moved that the Report and Resolutions connected 
with it be received and referred to the Committee on Publica- 
tion; received. 

On motion, the House went into Committee of the Whole 
on the Resolutions—H. F. Askew, of Del., in the chair. 

Dr. McDowell of Mo., spoke against the First Resolution, 
and immediately the galleries were densely crowded, and every 
effort made to get a sight of the eccentric Missourian. 
Almost every sentence drew forth roars of langhter. He was 
loudly cheered, and often interrupted by the repetition of 


applause. 
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Dr. Henry Miller, of Ky., replied. 

Dr. Palmer, of Michigan, continued the discussion. 

Motion made that the whole subject be laid on the table; 
lost. 

Motion made that the Committee. rise, report progress, and 
ask leave to sit again. Carried. : 

The Committee on Nominations reported that the Conven- 
tion will meet at Chicago on the 1st Tuesday in June, 1861. 
Amendment offered that it be changed to the 1st Tuesday in 
May. 

Dr. Davis of Illinois, spoke for the Illinois delegation, urg- 
ing June as the proper month—furthermore, he welcomed the 
Convention to the hospitalities of the citizens of Chicago. 

Motion made to change the time to the 2d Tuesday of June; 
unconstitutional. Original report adopted. 

The Committee on Nominations here concluded their report 
as follows : 

In place of 3d Vice President, Dr. Logan, of Ga., resigned, 
Dr. R. D. Arnold, of Georgia. 

Secretaries—S. G. Hubbard, Ct.; H. A. Johnson, Illinois. 

Committee of Arrangements—N. 8. Davis, J. W. Freer, 
DeLaskie Miller, E. Andrews, H. W. Jones, Thos. Bevan, J. 
Bloodgood, all of Illinois. 

Prize Essays—Daniel Brainard, Ill.; D. L. McGugin, Iowa; 
M. L. Linton, Mo. ; John Evans, Ill.; A. L. McArthur, Ill. 

Committee on Publication—F. G. Smith, Penn.; Casper 
Wistar, Penn.; §. G. Hubbard, Conn.; R. J. Breckenridge, 
Ky.; Ed. Hartshone, Penn.; H. F. Askew, Del. 

The report was adopted. 

Dr. Davis, of Ill., called for a suspension of the rules, that 
he might re-introduce his resolution laid upon the table yester- 
day. Carried. The resolution having been revised, was 
reported and carried as follows, viz : 


Resolved, That all Essays, volunteer communications, and 
reports, except those from the officers of the Association and 
the Committees on Medical Education, Medical Literature, and 
Prize Essays, shall be first presented to the association and 
referred to the appropriate sections, in which they shall ‘be 
examined and discussed, after which they shall be returned to 
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the Secretary of the Association with a recommendation 
accompanying such as are deemed worthy of Publication ; and 
the Secretary shall pass all such as are thus recommended 
directly to the Committee of Publication, and such as are not 
recommended by the Section as worthy of Publication, shall 
be retained by the Secretary or returned to their authors as 
the latter may indicate. 

Report of Committee on Prize Essays, was called for.— 
Prof. Worthington Hooker, of Conn., Chairman.—Three 
Essays had been handed in—two of which had considerable 
merit, and showed much research. But neither of them were 
of such a character as would justify the award of a prize. 
Accepted. 

Moved, a suspension of the rules, to give Dr. Wilbur, of 
N. Y., an opportunity to report the protest of Ignatius Langer, 
of Iowa, against the action of the Committee of Arrangements 
in not accepting his credentials as a delegate. The President 
stated he held in his hand a letter stating that Dr. Langer had 
been expelled from the Scott County Medical Society of Iowa, 
and therefore the rules of the Society would not permit his 
acceptance as a delegate here. 

Motion to suspend lost, almost unanimously. 

Reports of Special Committees were then called for, and 
disposed of as follows: 

Morbus Coxarius and Surgical Pathology of Articular In- 
flammation—Lewis A. Sayre, N. Y.; referred to the section 
on Surgery. 

Surgical Treatment of Strictures of the Urethra—James 
Bryan, Penn., reported progress and asked for longer time ; 
referred to its proper section. 

Drainage and Sewerage of large cities, their influence on 
Public Health—A. J. Semmes, Cornelius Boyle, G. M. Dove, 
D. C. ; reported progress and asked for longer time. 

Puerperal Tetanus : its Statistics, Pathology and Treatment 
—D. L. McGugin, Iowa; report the same as above. Reques- 
ted to report progress in the section on obstetrics &c, 

Hospital Epidemics—R. K. Smith, Penn. ; laid over. 
~ Puerperal Fever—S. N. Green, Indiana ; laid over. 
Anaemia and Chlorusis—H. P. Ayers, Indiana; reported 
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progress and asked to continue the Committee to report next 
year. 

Veratrum Viride—J. B. McCaw, Va; laid over. 

Alcohol: Its Therapeutical Eftects—J. W. Dunbar, Md.; 
asked for a change in the title, making it read, “ Alcohol in its 
relations to man”—granted. Leport next year. 

Meteorology—J. G. Westmoreland, Georgia; laid over. 

Milk Sickness—Robt. Thompson, Ohio; partial report made 
—accepted and referred to section of Practical Medicine. 

Manifestations of Disease of Nervous Centres—C. B. Chap- 
man, Wis. ; laid over. 

Microscopic Observations on Cancer Cells—Geo. N. Norris, 
Ala. Chairman asked to resign; Committee discharged. 

Philosophy of Practical Medicine—James Graham, Ohio ;. 
laid over. 

On some of the Peculiarities of the North Pacific and their 
relations to Climate—William H. Doughty, Georgia. Referred 
to section on Meteorology, &c. 

On the Microscope—John C. Dalton, Jr., N. Y., David 
Hutchinson, Ind., A. R. Stout, Cal., Calvin Ellis, Mass., Chris- 
topher Johnston, Md.; report next year. 


Diseases and Mortality of Boarding Schools—C. P. Matting- 
ly, Ky.; Dixi Crosby, N. H.—reported progress; referred to 
its proper section. 

On Various Surgical Operations for Relief of Defective 
Vision—M. A. Pallen, Mo., T. J. Cogley, Ind., W. Hunt, 
Penn. ; laid over. 

On the Blood Corpuscle—W. Sager, Michigan; granted 
additional time. 

American Medical Necrology—C. C. Cox, Md. Report 
was ordered to be read before the Convention, Thursday. _ 

Effects of the Virus of the Rattlesnake when Introduced 
in the System of Mammalia—A. 8. Payne, Va.; no report 
and Committee discharged. 

Constitutional Origin of Local Diseases, and the Local Origin 
of Constitutional Diseasese—W. H. McKee, N. C., OC. F. Hay- 
wood, N. C., C. F. Haywood, N. Y.; laid over, 
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Subcutaneous Injections as Remedials—-I. Langer, Iowa; 
not allowed to report, not being an accepted delegate. 

Quarantine—D. D. Clark, Pa., E. M. Snow, R. L., W. Jew- 
ell, Pa., E. D. Fenner, La., I. W. Houck, Md.; asked to be 
continued, Agreed to. 

Medical Ethics—B. F. Schenk, Pa., chairman. Resigned, 
and asked that Dr. Paul F. Eve, of Tenn., be substituted ; 
agreed to. Report next year. 

Tracheotomy in Membranous Croup—A. V. Dougherty, 
‘N.J. Partial report; this was accepted, and referred to the 
Surgical Section. Further time allowed to make out the 
report. 

Effect of Perineal Operations for Urinary Calculi upon 
Procreation in the male; J. 8S. White, Tenn. Letter from 
Dr. White read; laid over. 

Mercurial Fumigation in Syphilis—D. W. Yandell, Ky.; 
laid over. 

Cause and Increase of Crime—W. C. Snead, Ky. ; asked to 
be continued. Agreed to. 

Education of Imbecile and Idiotic Children—H. P. Ayres, 
Ind. Report offered ; referred to its proper Section. 

Pons Varolii—Partial report. The Committee wished to be 
continued; agreed to. Referred to Section on Anatomy. 

One o’clock, the hour of adjournment, having arrived, a 
motion to continue five minutes longer prevailed. A little 


general business was then transacted, and the Convention 
adjourned. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


In accordance with the plan adopted at the Annual Meeting 
of the Association in Louisville, and further provided for by 
the resolutions introduced by Dr. N. S. Davis during the 
present session, the members of the Association assembled at 
3 o’clock, P. M., in the rooms provided for the several Sections. 

As might have been anticipated, the Sections on Surgery, 
Practical Medicine, and Obstetrics, and Meteorology and Epi- 
demics, attracted the chief attention. That on Surgery was 
most numerously attended. Dr. L. A. Sayre, of New York, 
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read a very important and elaborate paper on the Pathology 
and Treatment of Morbus Coxarius or Hip-Disease. Among 
the points of chief practical importance presented in the paper 
were the results of examinations showing that many of the 
cases of this disease are not connected with tubercular deposits, 
as had been too confidently asserted by some; the advocacy 
of early incisions into the joint for the discharge of such serous 
and purulent fluids as generaliy accumulate in the earlier 
stages of the disease; the exsection of the head of the bone 
whenever it was found denuded and carious; and throughout 
the whole treatment, the application of an apparatus for 
maintaining suflicient extension to prevent all pressure of the 
head of the femur against the upper part of the acetabulum, 
and yet allow the patient to take some exercise. All the im- 
portant practical deductions of the writer were sustained and 
illustrated by cases reported in detail. The reading of this 
paper, and the exhibition of the apparatus accompanying it, 
was followed by a very interesting discussion, which was par- 
ticipated in by a large number of the more eminent practical 
surgeons in our country, among whom we noticed Drs. Willard 
Parker, J. P. Batchelder, J. R. Wood, Alden March, and F. 
H. Hamilton, of New York; J. McDowell of Missouri; J. 
Knight, of Conn., and others. 

The paper was universally regarded as possessing great 
practical value, and was recommended for publication in the 
Transactions of the Association. 

About fifty members of the Association assembled in the 
Section on Practical Medicine and Obstetrics, and organized 
by the election of Dr. Nourse, of Maine, Chairman, and Dr. 
A. K. Gardner, of New-York, Secretary. A voluntary com- 
munication, entitled, “ Treatment of Phthisis by Chlorate of 
Potassa, with observations on Oxygen and Ozone as Thera- 
peutical Agents,” was read by the author, Dr. Fountain, of 
Davenport, Iowa. 

The author assumed that ¢wbercle was the result of an im- 
perfect oxydation and metamorphosis of the nitrogenous 
structures of the body, and therefore, whatever would increase 
the oxygen of the blood would not only act as a prophylactic, 
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but would also furnish the conditions most likely to effect the 
disintegration and ultimate excretion of the tuberculous matter 
already formed. The well-known efficacy of the Chlorate of 
Potassa in increasing the arterial hue of the blood, and increas- 
ing its capacity for oxygen, suggested its use as a remedy for 
tuberculosis. The author reported only three cases treated 
with the Chlorate, but in each of these its effects were repre- 
sented as remarkably beneficial. He gave it to the extent of 
half an ounce, dissolved in water every twenty-four hours. 
The paper also contained a careful review of the facts hitherto 
recorded in relation to Ozone, and its connection with oxygen, 
from which the author was led to the conclusion that the for- 
mer was simply oxygen in a nascent state. The paper was a 
highly interesting and suggestive one, and led to a discussion 
in which many members participated. During the discussion, 
the fact was elicited that a large proportion of those present 
had used Chlorate of Potassa, and found it highly valuable in 
Searlatina, Diphtheria, Typhus Fever, and various diseases 
supposed to be accompanied by a depressed condition of the 
vital properties, but very few had administered it in tuberculo- 
sis. If we remember correctly, Dr. Wooster, of New York, 
stated that he had used it in some cases of phthisis with deci- 
ded benefit; and Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, stated that he 
had in several instances prescribed it in the advanced stage of 
phthisis, when from the feebleness of the patient, and the 
diminished capacity of the lungs, he becomes much op- 
pressed and the blood venous, as indicated by blueness of the 
lips and nails; and almost always with much temporary relief 
to the patients. But he had never used it as a curative agent 
in the early stage of tuberculosis, nor in quantities so large as 
recommended in the paper. In view of the importance of the 
subject, and the small number of cases reported in the paper 
of Dr. Fountain, the following resolution was proposed and 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Section has listened to the paper of Dr. 
Fountain with deep interest, and suggest that it be referred 
back to the author, with the request that he continue his in- 
vestigations, and report to the next annual meeting of the 
Association. 
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Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, then read a full abstract of a 
paper on the Effects of Alcoholic Stimulants on the Develop- 
ments of Tubercular Diseases. The paper was founded on the 
history of 210 cases of phthisis collected by the author during 
the last five years, and the conclusions to which he arrived are 
as follows, viz: 

1st. That the development of Tubercular diseases is facilita- 
ted by all those agents and intluences, whether climatic or 
hygienic, which directly or indirectly impair or retard the 
metamorphosis of the organized structures and the efficiency 
of the excretory functions. 

2d. That both observations and carefully devised experi- 
ments show that the presence of Alcohol in the human system, 
notwithstanding its temporary exhileration of the nervous 
system, positively retards both metamorphosis and elimination. 

8d. That, neither the action of alcohol on the functions of 
the human body, nor the actual results of experience, furnish 
any evidence that alcoholic beverages are capable of either 
preventing or retarding the development of tubercular phthisis. 

The reading of the abstract was followed by some remarks 
by Drs. Austin Flint, of New York, Bowditch, of Boston, and 
others; when on motion the paper was recommended to the 
Association as worthy of publication. 

The Section on Meteorology, Epidemics, etc., was organized 
by the appointment of Dr. C. A. Lee, Chairman. 

A very elaborate and valuable paper was presented to this 
Section, on the Topography and Epidemics of New York 
State, by Dr. Joseph'M. Smith. It was recommended by the 
Section for publication in the Transactions of the Association. 

A report was also presented on the Topography and 
Climate of some portion of California, which, after some dis- 
cussion, was recommended to be returned to the author, 
chiefly from a deficiency of statistical and tabulated facts. 

On motion, the Section adjourned to 3 o’clock the following 
day. 


THiRD DAY.—THURSDAY. 


The Convention was called to order at 9 o’clock—the Presi- 
dent, Eli Ives, M. D., of Conn., in the chair. 


/ 














‘ 


406 The Chicago Medical Examiner. 


The minutes of the previous day’s proceedings were read by 
the first Secretary, Dr. 8. G. Hubbard, of Conn. 

A motion to accept the Secretary’s report without reading, 
was lost. The minutes were accepted. 

A list of recent registrations was then read. There are now 
registered between 550 and 600 delegates. 

Dr. Chas. Hooker spoke of the number registered, and that 
for some reason unknown, many delegates did not register 
themselves at all, as well as many permanent members—and 
that many registered themselves without signing the Constitu- 
tion. 

Dr. Arnold, of Ga, to facilitate business, offered a rule that 
no member be allowed to speak or read addresses of more 
than ten minutes in length; carried. 

Dr. Shattuck moved a suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of introducing two resolutions; carried. 

Dr. Bowditch reported resolutions on the Hunter Memorial 
to be erected in Westminster Abbey ; accepted. 

Report of the committee appointed to confer with the Amer- 
ican Medical Teachers’ Convention. Report received and 
adopted section by section. The resolutions were discussed at 
some length by Drs. Flint, of New York, Shattuck, of Mass., 
McDowell, of Mo., Atlee, of Penn., Brodie, of Mich., Palmer, 
of Mich., Nourse, of Me. 

Dr. Bennett, of Danbury, Ct., moved that the whole be laid 
on the table; lost. 

Dr. Johuson, of Mo., continued, followed by Worthington 
Hooker, of New Haven, N. S. Davis, of ‘Tll., Reese, of New 
York, Humphreys Storer, of Boston, and Mussey, of Cincinnati. 

All the amendments to the fourth resolution were with- 
drawn, and the previous question ordered. 

Dr. Childs, of Mass., took the stand for an explanation. 
Dr. Storer, amid great confusion, rose to a point of order. 
Ruled out. Great excitement, a dozen attempting to get the 
floor, amid shouts of “ go on,” “hear him,” &e. 

Dr. Shattuck spoke regarding the 4th resolution. 

Dr. W. Hooker made an explanation regarding the Yale 
Medical College, and its connection with the State Medical, 
Society. 
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Dr. Watson, of N. Y., spoke against the 9th resolution. It 
was laid on the table. It virtually cut off the New York 
Academy of Medicine from this Society. 

Dr. Atlee spoke of it as altogether unconstitutional, and the 
law was read— Each local society shall have the privilege of 
sending to the Association une delegate for every ten of its 
regular resident members, and one for every additional frac- 
tion of more than one half this number. The Faculty of every 
regularly constituted Medical College or chartered school of 
medicine shall have the privilege of sending two delegates. 

“The professional staff of every chartered or municipal 
Hospital, containing an hundred inmates or more, shall have 
the privilege of sending two delegates; and every other per- 
manently organized Medical Institution, of good standing, 
shall have the privilege «f sending one delegate.” 

The 9th resolution was laid on the table. 

The whole report was adopted, and referred to committee 
of Publication. 

Committee on Nominations reported— 

Committee on Medical Literature: Frank H. Hamilton, 
New York ; Edward Warren, Md.; Chas. A. Lee, New York ; 
I, W.C. Ely, R. I.; E. H. Clark, Mass. 

Committee on Medical Education :—L. 8. Ayres, Va.; C. 
C. Cox, Md.; I. C. Bradbury, Maine; L. H. Steiner, Md. ; 
M. A. Pallen, Missouri. 

Surgical Treatment of Stricture of the Urethea— James 
Bryan, Pennsylvania. 

Drainage and Sewerage of large cities:—A. J. Semmes, La. ; 
C. Boyle, Ga.; W. C. Dove, District of Columbia. 

Puerperal Tetanus statistics, Pathology and treatment—D. 
L. McGugin, Iowa. 

Anemia and Chlorosis—H. P. Ayres, Ind. 

Alcohol and its relations to man—J. W. Dunbar, Maryland. 

Milk Sickness—Robert Thompson, Ohio; S. M. Beemis, 
Ky. 

On the effect of Perineal Operations for Urinary Calculi 
upon pro-creation in the male—I. 8. White, Tenn.; J. B. Mc 
Caw, Va,; R. OC. Foster, Tenn. 
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Mercurial Fumigations in Syphilis—L. W. Yandell. Ky. 

Cause and Increase of Crime—W. C. Snead. 

[We are obliged to omit the remainder of the Committees. 
We append the Resolutions :] , 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the different States to 
collect subscriptions of not more than one dollar each from 
every regularly educated physician. All monies so collected 
to be forwarded by the chairman of the committee here, by 
sep to the Treasurer of the Hunter Memorial in 

ondon. 


Resolved, That Drs. Henry Bowditch, of Mass., Amos 
Nourse, of Me., G. B. Twitchel, of N. H., C. Clark, of Vt., 
G. L. Collins, of R. I., Chas. Hooker, of Conn., and many 
others be a Committee to collect subscriptions. 


Resolutions adopted as a whole. 

Moved that a copy of these Resolutions be sent to all regular 
Medical Colleges of the country—carried. 

Resolution made and accepted that a seal of this Society be 
given to every Medical School in good standing, to be with- 
drawn upon evidence of misconduct. 

Motion made to meet in mass this afternoon at 4 o’clock; 
carried. 

Amidst great confusion and the putting of motions and 
amendments a motion to adjourn was lost. Motion made and 
carried that the Sections meet at 2 P. M. Adjourned. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


[Wote.—Jno. L. Atlee, of Pa., was substituted on the Nom- 
inating Committee in place of Dr. Wilson Jewell, who was 
elected one of the Vice Presidents. The above in our yester- 
day’s report was omitted by accident.—Ep.] 

The Association was called to order by the First Vice Pres” 
ident. 

The President requested the Committee on the Hunter 
Memorial to retire for private business. 

Moved that Dr. White be permitted to continue his report. 

Report of Committee on Medical Typography and Epidemic 
Diseases referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Committee on Hospital Epidemics discharged. 

Committee on Puerperal Fevers discharged. 
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Committee on Veratrum Viride discharged. 

Report on Improvements in Surgery referred to the Section 
on Surgery. 

Report on Inebriate Asylums referred to the committee 
on Publication. 

The President called for a report of each of the Sections. 

Ist, Anatomy and Physiology; referréd to the committee 
vf Publication. 

2d. Practical Medicine and Obstetrics; report referred to 
Committee of Publication. 

3d. Section on Surgery ; report adopted ; ordered Published. 

4th. Meteorology ; report adopted and referred to the com- 
mittee on Publication. 

The President called for a report of the committee on Rules 
of Order. 

The Report was taken up seriatim. 

After much discussion, a motion prevailed to lay all the 
Rules of Order on the table. 

Dr. McDowell, of Mo., moved that the Convention go into 
a Committee of the Whole for the purpose of discussing Dr. 
Reese’s resolutions; withdrawn by request. 

Resolutions from the Essex Co. Medical Society of N. J. 
were offered ; adopted. 

Moved that a Special Committee be appointed to confer 
with the different legislatures on this subject. 

Motion made and carried that Dr. Cox be continued on the 
committee of Necrology. 

Report of the committee on ‘Tracheotomy was read ; adopted. 
Referred back to committee to continue and report next year. 

Dr. Bell, of Brooklyn, introduced a resolution giving the 
Sections power to refer papers to experts to determine whether 
they be published; amended to be referred to the committee 
of Publication. 

Whole matter laid on the table. 

A communication from the Judicary Committee of the Con- 
necticut Legislature was read, asking that a committee be 
appointed to report a bill upon the subject of Criminal Abor- 
tion, for action at the next session—carried. 

The Chair will appoint a Committee in due time. 
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Moved that the American Medical Teachers Convention be 
perpetuated in connection with the American Medical Conven- 
tion, and delegates be appointed to meet from each Medical 
School, the day before the American Medical Convention, at 
the same place. 

Amended to “ meet regularly” instead of being perpetuated 
—adopted. 

Moved that the committee of last year, on this subject, be 
continued. 

Moved by Dr. Atlee that the Hunterian Committee be em- 
powered to fill all vacancies in it—carried. 

Resolution offered that a committee be appointed to prepare 
rules for this organization—lajd on the table. 

President Day, of Yale College, was invited to a seat on the 
stage. 

Communication from Elmira, N. Y., read. Referred to 
Surgical Section. 

Moved and carried that a vote of thanks be offered to Dr. 
Beemis for the faithful discharge of his cuties as Secretary ; 
amended by substituting “ Retiring Officers.” 

Resolution offered of thanks from this Association to the 
Faculty of Yale College and to the citizens of New Haven, 
for their elegant hospitalities and kindness during their stay 
here—carried unanimously. 

The three amendments to the Constitution proposed last 
year by Dr. Mason and Dr. Lindsby, were then taken up. 
The,first, relating to the appointment of delegates, was rejected. 
The second, requiring all permanent members to present cer- 
tificates of good standing, received a large vote, but not the 
constitutional majority of three-fourths. 

The third amendment, proposed by Dr. Lindsby, was in- 
definitely postponed. 

Dr. Hooker spoke to the Convention in regard to commuta- 
tion tickets. 

Moved that they go into a Committee of the Whole ; carried. 

Dr. Askew in the chair. 

A discussion was called up in regard to the Resolutions of 
Committee of Education, Dr. Reese, chairman. 
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Dr. Gardiner moved the Committee rise, report progress, 
and report the resolutions entire to the Committee of Publica- 
tion. 

Dr. Hamilton, of Brooklyn, offered a resolution for a bill for 
the establishment of a College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
American Medical Association. Discussed by Drs. Hamilton, 
Gardiner, and others. Resolution withdrawn. 

Dr. Cox, of Md., spoke at length in favor of the primary 
resolutions. 

Dr. Atlee introduced Dr. Stephens, Ex-President of the 
Convention. He was invited to a seat on the stage. 

Dr. Neringer, of Pa., spoke against the second resolution. 

Dr. Hamilton supported his resolution, 

Dr. Crane spoke against it. 

Moved the Committee rise and refer the resolutions to the 
Convention ; carried. 

Vice-President Askew here presented the report of the 
Committee of the Whole to the Convention. Accepted. Re- 
ferred to Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Dixi Crosby addressed the Convention as to its general 
action. 


Motion made that the Convention adjourn sine die. Carried. 
DOINGS IN THE SECTIONS.—THIRD DAY. 


At 24 P. M., of Thursday, the members of the Association 
again assembled in the several Sections. As on the previous 
day, the Section on Surgery was most numerously attended, 
and several papers of importance were considered and disposed 
of. 

The Section on Practical Medicine and Obstetrics was well 
attended, and as the whole time of the previous session was 
occupied with papers in relation to Practical Medicine, those 
relating to Obstetrics were given the precedence. An inter- 
esting and profitable discussion took place concerning the 
treatment of retro-version of the Uterus, which was participated 
in by many of the members, most of whom spoke favorably of 
the use of the elastic air-bag as an aid in effecting replacement. 
Dr. McGugin, of Iowa, made a partial report on the subject of 
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Puerperal Tetanus. He stated that he had collected reports 
of twelve or more cases, in addition to those reported by Prof. 
Simpson ; that a majority of the cases had occurred after 
abortions, accompanied by so much heemorrhage as to require 
the use of the tampon; and that three of the cases had occur- 
red under his own observation. 

Dr. Storer, of Boston, expressed some surprise at the num- 
ber of cases collected by Dr. McGugin, as he had never met 
with but one case, which occurred after delivery at the full 
period, and during the retention of an adherent placenta. 

Dr. A. K. Gardner, of New York, also thought the disease 
of very rare occurrence, as he had never met with a case in 
that city. 

A gentleman, whose name we did not get, related a case 
occurring in his practice, which took place after confinement 
at the full period, and seemed to arise from imprudent expo- 
sure of the feet to a current of cool air, coupled with mental 
depression from domestic trouble. 

Dr. Palmer, of Mich., and several others, made some obser- 
vations on the subject. As it appeared that a large majority 
of the cases occurred, either when there was partial or complete 
retention of the placenta, or after the use of the tampon to 
suppress hemorrhage, Dr. Davis, of Ill., inquired whether it 
was not probable that the disease originated from a poison 
generated by the decomposition of retained clots, parts of 
placenta, etc., in the uterus. The subject was discussed with 
much interest until the hour of adjournment. 

In the Section on Meteorology and Epidemics, Dr. Thomp- 
son, of Ohio, made a partial report on Milk Sickness, which 
led to a very interesting interchange of views in relation to 
that disease, and to the prevalent “ cattle disease,” or pleuro- 
pneumonia at present so fatal in Massachusetts. 

For further comments on the general aspect and results of 
the recent meeting of the Association, see Editorial in the 
present number of the Zxaminer. 
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SURGICAL NOTES. 





By E, ANDREWS. M. D., 
Professor of Surgery in the Medical Department of Lind University 





Dislocation of the Hip. Reduction by Reid’s Method.— 
Anthony B. was admitted to Mercy Hospital on the night of 
the 8th of June. While driving a load of lumber, the wagon 
upset, and he was picked up with a contusion of the left knee 
and a dislocation of the corresponding hip. He was laid in an 
ox wagon and brought to the city, a distance of twelve miles, 
suffering excruciating torture from the motion of the vehicle. 
On examination, I found the limb rotated inward, the great 
toe pointing to the hollow of the opposite foot, and firmly 
resisting any attempt to rotate it outward. There was very 
little shortening, and the trochanter was removed somewhat 
too far from the spinous process of the ilium. In short, it 
proved to be a dislocation into the Sciatic Notch. 

My theory of the way in which the accident occurred, was, 
that in falling he struck upon the knee while the thigh was 
flexed and abducted, and that the same blow which caused the 
contusion drove the head of the bone out through the posterior 
part of the capsular ligament. 

After administering a mixture of chloroform and ether to 
full ansesthesia, I reduced the dislocation by manipulation, or 
as it is termed sometimes, by “ Reid’s method,” and it returned 
readily, and with the usual “jerk,” to its socket. The patient 
recovered rapidly. 


Neuralgia of the Face of thirteen years standing. Oure by 
removing a portion of the nerve.—J.——B.——,, of Kankakee, 
had suffered, by his account, thirteen years, with a most terri 
ble neuralgia in the lower part of the right side of his face. 
The pain seemed to recur in paroxysms every three or four 
minutes, when he would be incapable of attending to anything 
but his extreme torture, and endeavor to alleviate a little his 
agony by rubbing the part briskly with his hand until the 
paroxysm subsided, 
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On examination of the case, I discovered that the pain was 
limited exclusively to the nerves which make their exit from 
the right anterior mental foramen. I judged, therefore, that 
the cause of the trouble was at that opening, and that a section 
of the nerve on the proximal side of it would relieve the pain. 
I was the more willing to adopt this course because the patient 
had already exhausted almost every other resource in vain, 
and his suffering was so terrible that the paralysis of the 
nerve, by removing a portion, was comparatively a trivial evil. 
I therefore administered chloroform and ether to anesthesia, 
and operated as follows: I made a semi-circular incision over 
the masseter muscle down to the ramus of the jaw, with the 
convexity of the incision downward. Dissecting the flap up- 
ward, the external surface of the ramus of the jaw was laid 
bare, and the trephine applied. If a line be drawn from the 
angle of the jaw upward and forward to a point half an inch 
behind the last molar tooth, and the centre pin of a halt inch 
trephine be placed upon this line at such a point that the 
crown of the instrument is a quarter of an inch from the ante- 
rior edge of the ramus, the nerve will be found crossing the 
centre of the opening made by the instrument. I have found 
this direction rather more convenient than those laid down by 
our authors. When the crown of the trephine cuts with the 
whole circumference in cancellar tissue, it may be withdrawn, 
and the button of bone removed by the broad end of an eleva- 
tor. This leaves the inner table of bone intact, and does not 
seriously weaken an adult jaw. Half an inch of the nerve 
having been removed with the scissors, and the hemorrhage 
stopped by pressure, the wound was closed up. For twenty- 
four hours the patient suffered, instead of the paroxysmal 
torture which previously affected him, a steady pain which he 
referred to the parts supplied by the severed trunk; after that, 
to his-great delight, he found himself free from all suffering. 
The wound healed well and the patienf was discharged. 


Lithotomy. Opthalmia in Southern Minois,—S.—M.—, 
residing in the southern part of Illinois, aged 11 years, had 
for a period of many months all the usual symptoms of @ url 
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tiary calculus. His physician, Dr. Mitchell, of Attilla, having 
examined the case, discovered a calculus of considerable size, 
and requested me to remove it. For this purpose I placed the 
patient under the influence of ether and chloroform, equal 
parts, and performed the usual lateral operation. The calculus 
was cylindrical, and about one inch in thickness by two and a 
half inches in length. The two ends were curiously curved, 
and the surface very rough. The case convalesced remark- 
ably well tinder the care of Drs. Mitchell and Jewell, and the 
recovery was perfected without accident. 

While making the journey for this operation, as also on sey- 
eral other occasions, I had an opportunity to observe the 
extreme frequency of opthalmia in the southern counties of 
Illinois, The disease in its acute stage seems to be very often 
of an erysipeloid character, and rapidly assuming the purulent 
form, destroys vision in great numbers of cases, In other 
instances, where vision is not destroyed, there often remains a 
tedious chronic inflammation, followed by opacity of the 
cornea, cataract, entropium, or other forms of disease. 

I have not been able to learn any local cause for the preva- 
lence of this trouble. Will not some of our southern bretheren 
give us the results of their investigations on the subject ? 


a 
—>—< 





CORRESPONDENCE OF Pror. W. H. BYFORD. 





My Dear Sr: 

How comes on your new Oollege and Medical Examiner ? 
Do me the favor to forward the Hxaminer to my address, and 
I will with pleasure remit you the amount, and send you an 
occasional article for its columns. I feel some anxiety to 
know something more of Chicago, and her institutions, and 
particularly of the professional career of my friend Dr. Davis 
and yourself. I have not the least doubt of the ultimate sue- 
cess of Lind College. It is my opinion that you will have a 
good winter class. Students will have all the advantages in 
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your Institution in Chicago which are accessible in any other 
large city. From personal knowledge, I am satisfied they 
will have the opportunity to see as much practice both in 
Medicine and Surgery as anywhere else; this I deem all im- 
portant to the student previous to entering upon the duties of 
the profession. 


In reference to your former locality in Indiana, I would ob- 
serve that but few changes of interest bave transpired. Our 
summer fevers are not perhaps of such frequent oécurrence in 
proportion to our present population as formerly, or in the fall 
season of so malignant a type as at the time when you resided 
among us. It is true that time and fashion has imposed upon 
us some change in the treatment of disease, but why should 
we expect to be exempt from what appears to be the common 
lot of all? Remedial agents and modes of practice, have all 
of them had their periods of celebrity, decline, and revival; 
and if we will take the trouble to examine the antecedents of 
the past, we will find, alas! that first one system and then the 
other have been in use before, and have in time sunk into 
neglect; such seems to be the fate of emetics here, as a reme- 
dial agent in the various grades of bilious fevers; and also 
venesection in pneumonia has fallen into very general disuse 
in this section. I know of no reason for the abandonment of 
the proper use of these therapeutic remedies. We certainly 
have no new pathological forms of summer fevers now, that 
has not existed to a greater or less extent ever since I have 

_known the locality. I have, for upwards of thirty years, very 
generally used emetics in the commencement of bilious fevers, 
and certainly have not the slightest cause to regret their use. 
You are aware, Sir, from practical experience, that cur sum- 
mer fevers consist, with the exception of the typhoid form, 
very generally of intermittents and remittents, generally of a 
high grade of action. The more violent forms are character- 
ized by a severe pain in the forehead, sometimes delirium, 
pains in the lumbar and epigastric; often in the left, and 
sometimes in the right hypogastric regions ; hurried respiration, 
flushed face, aching in the bones, dry and hot skin, intense 
thirst, tongue covered with a thick yellowish white coat, and 
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sometimes with a yellowness of the eyes and skin, urine high 
colored, and the bowels generally constipated ; with a full and 
strong pulse, nausea and frequent vomiting of bijions matter. 
In the above form of fever, emetics produce effects of a kind, 
and with a speed which no purgative alone can equal. You 
will recollect the unusual sickly year of 1833 or *34, when 
almost every family were more or less affected by the above 
form of fever; some hundreds of such cases were in my hands 
during that season, and emetics were very generally used in 
the onset, and with the exception of my distinguished patient, 
Professor Say, I had not a single death from fever during the 
whole summer. I do not say this, Sir, from any feeling of 
egotism, but simply because it is true. 

The occurence of those fevers at the same season of the year ; 
their production from the same local causes, with some slight 
variations ; their coincidence of general symptoms ; and hither- 
to, the very successful mode of practice pursued, certainly 
points to a perseverance in the same curative plan. 

What substitute have we to supply the place of emetics in 
such cases? Their influence goes far beyond the mere empty- 
ing of the morbid contents of the stomach and alimentary 
canal; the nausea which attends their operation, aud the 
mechanical pressure of the diaphragm during the act of vomit- 
ing, brings the liver and whole portal circulation under their 
beneficial influence. The severe attendant headache in the 
frontal portion of the brain, and the congestion, which so often 
attends the hypogastric region, is not only removed by emetics, 
but the Ductus Communis Choledochus is relaxed, and the 
passage of the bile flows freely into the duodenum, and results 
very often in evacuating the buwels, rendering at the time 
more medicine unnecessary, while the relaxed and moist sur- 
face tends materially to lessen the febrile action. 

I am aware that however specions the modus operandi of 
emetics may appear, that many timid practitioners reject their 
use as inadmissible, in consequence of the apparent prostra- 
tion of the energies of the system which they produce ; but this 
is temporary in character, and fully compensated for in a few 
hours by the improved condition of the patient. 

3 
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It appears to me that if we ever do attain to anything ap- 
proaching a correct mode of practice, it must be by the incess- 
ant accumulation of facts. I have no objection to theories, or 
know of no impropriety in the application of theories to facts, 
if made in the true spirit of inquiry, by analizing and com- 
paring fact after fact, and drawing from them such conclusions 
as will apply to other facts of'a similar kind. To investigate 
disease is to observe facts, and to note their indissoluble con- 
nection between cause and effect. This is the only theory 
which I can recognize—the observation of facts, and the points 
in which the causes which produce them agree, and makipg in 
general terms their features of resemblance, and thus forming 
a principle to guide us in the cure of disease. 

It is upon the accurate discriminaticn of the physician 
amidst the various shades of constitution and disease, and a 
reference of each symptom to its proper antecedent, that he is 
enabled to achieve that which distinguish him from the com- 
mon herd of the profession. 

On the subject of Venesection in Pneumonia I have not 
much to say. However beneficial it may be in the early stage, 
where there is a full and strong pulse, it certainly is not ad- 
missible in the more advanced stage. Physicians in this 
section are seldom called upon in a country practice to visit 
the patient in time to use the lancet. Much harm has been 
done by indiscriminate bleeding, and if extremes must be 
adopted by a certain class of practitioners, I am of the opinion 
that the community will be much the gainer by their not 
bleeding at all. 

I had almost forgot to mention that we have had numerous 
accessions to the faculty of Southern Indiana since you left. 
Many are gentlemen, and promise to be an honor to the pro- 
fession, while others in this section, as elsewhere, are merely 
illiterate tyros in practice, and practically discard all knowledge 
of Materia Medica, Pharmacy, etc. With some exceptions, 
the only article deemed necessary to their success is Hydrag. 
Submur. ; and while I appreciate the proper use of this article 
to the various purposes of disease, I regret to be under the 
necessity of making this statement. No remedy has been 
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more successfully or extensively used, or in a greater number 
of cases, yet it is nevertheless a fact, that no article is so 
shamefully abused; a resort to its use is too often the refuge 


of ignorance and incompetence. Such men use it in all stages 


of febrile action. They employ it almost, if not exclusively, 
in greatly excited states of the heart and arteries. Should 
there be local disease in connection with the fever, it is given 
in all its stages, and often without regard to the propriety of 
previous evacuations. It is given in minute doses. It is used 
in order that it may exert a specific stimulant influence inde- 
pendent of its known properties. It is employed to destroy 
the action of fevers by its own mercurial action on the system. 


In early life I frequently witnessed the failure of large doses 
of calomel to produce evacuations, when I have found in nearly 
similar cases, and under nearly similar circumstances, a more 
mild, yet more active evacuant, answer every purpose, and 
accounted fur it by the debility of the intestinal canal being 
increased by the stimulus of the mercury. I have known dose 
after dose to be given by some practitioners without producing 
a single passage, and in my opinion because the stomach and 
bowels were rendered insusceptible by the very means used to 
increase their peristaltic motion and empty their contents. 
When such men are doubtingly and despondingly sitting at the 
bed-side of a patient whose doubtful case calls forth their 
intense anxiety—their minds bewildered in uncertainty and 
and doubt, when their favorite remedy—this single club of 
Hercules—this lever and fulerum of Archimides is about to 
disappoint their cherished hopes—how admirably convenient, 
they have but to push still more energetically the chloride; 
with this alone they feel themselves competent to slay the 
monster disease, and set at defiance hosts of opposition. 


I was present at the National Medical Convention, held in 
Philadelphia in 1847, and felt proud of my profession ; certain 
it was, that there never was a more noble or talented body of 
men assembled together than there was on that occasion, and 
from the sentiments there and then expressed by many dis- 
tinguished physicians, I had hoped that something would have 
been accomplished ere this to elevate the standard of the med- 
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ical profession. ‘ili this is done you may expect to embrace 
in our ranks, men of every shade of intellect, if not some that 
scarcely possess any. 

Some considerable time since I received from you a letter, 
soliciting from me contributions for the pages of the Hxzaminer, 
and I do not recollect whether I replied to you or not, but be 
this as it may, I would say to you that for some time I have 
been more or less indisposed, and have not written so much 
as formerly, but will endeavor to become a better correspon- 
dent in future. I will send yon two or three of my recent 
cases, which will, perhaps, be of some interest to the profess- 
ion, and forward you enclosed for publication. 

Please present my respects to Dr, Davis, and accept the 
same for yourself. . 

Respectfully Yours, 
New Harmony, | ROBERT ROBSON, M. D. 
June 9th, 1860. 





CLINICAL REPORTS. 





Mercy Hospital, June 21st, 1860. Service of Dr. N. 8S. Davis. 





The substance of the clinique this morning was as follows‘ 

Mr. M., a native of Ireland; aged about thirty years, was 
admitted into the Hospital between three and four weeks 
since. He was thin in flesh, with a depressed and anxious 
expression of countenance ; pulse frequent, but not full; skin 
hot; tongue coated with a thick white fur; considerable 
thirst ; bowels slightly relaxed ; and a constant dorsal position. 
He kept the left thigh tlexed upon the pelvis; complained of 
a very severe paroxysmal pain in the outer part of the left 
groin, extending at times down the anterior part of the thigh, 
which was greatly increased by every attempt to move the 
limb. The groin was tender to pressure, but not visibly 
swollen. Alteratives and anodynes were given internally, 
and cloths wet in the infusion of Aconite Leaves applied to 
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the groin and upper part of the thigh. In three or four days 
the general febrile disturbance ceased, and the pain changed 
from the groin to the hip or gluteal region, extending from 
the left side of sacrnm to the level of trochanter major, and 
sometimes following the whole length of the sciatic nerve 
and its branches to the toes. There was a constant dull pain, 
with frequent paroxysms of great severity. The paroxysms 
were often accompanied by spasmodic action in the flexor 
muscles of the limb. The whole gluteal region, and especially 
the trunk of the sciatic nerve and its origins from the spine, 
was tender to the touch. The thigh was partially flexed upon 
the pelvis, and the knee turned in, resting against the knee of 
the opposite side, and every attempt to move it from that 
position caused the most excruciating pain. The skin was 
relaxed, and almost constantly bathed in perspiration. 

The attention of the class was called to the symptoms of 
this case minutely, as it involved the diagnosis between psoas 
inflammation and abscess, hip-joint disease, and sciatica. It 
was noticed that the pain commencing in the groin, and the 
flexed position of the limb with the knee turned inwards, cor- 
responded with the phenomena of psoas abscess, or at least 
irritation along the upper part of the psoas muscle. But the 
sudden change of the pain from the groin to the outer part of 
the hip, leaving in the iliac and psoas regions, neither pain, 
swelling, or tenderness, together with the absence of the rigors 
and hectic which usually mark the commencement of internal 
abscesses, renders it almost certain that no inflammation or 
suppuration exists in the iliac or psoas regions. Reviewing 
the symptoms of hip-disease in comparison with this case, we 
shall find the following marked differences. In the ordinary 
form of Coxalgia or hip-disease, it commences very slowly by 
a simple awkwardness in walking, and generally neuralgic 
pains referred to the knee, and many months will elapse be- 
fore the patient becomes wholly disabled, thus differing 
entirely from the progress of the case before us. However, 
we sometimes meet with cases of a more acute inflammation 
of the sinovial membrane of the hip-joint which may develope 
itself rapidly, characterized by great pain, increased by every 
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movement of the limb, and more or less general febrile symp- 
toms. But in all such cases there is early and marked swelling, 
with acute tenderness directly in the region of the joint; while 
here there is no swelling, although the patient has been con- 
fined to the bed for several weeks, and no tenderness except 
in the track of the sciatic nerve. Again, in hip-disease, 
whether acute or chronic, pressure on the trochanter major in 
such direction as to press the head of the femur into the aceta 
bulum pretty uniformly causes pain, while here no pain is 
occasioned by such pressure. We thus find by a close com- 
parison that some of the essential phenomena of both psoas 
abscess and coxalgia are absent, while the prominent symp- 
toms actually present are such as might result from irritation 
of the sciatic nerve, or of that part of the spinal cord from 
which it originates. Hence, it would be called a case of 
Sciatica. To get a rational basis for treatment, however, we 
must pursue the subject of diagnosis still further. For at the 
bed-side we have found three varieties of disease involving the 
sciatic nerve, not only differing in their pathology, but also in 
the therapeutic means required for their treatment. The first 
consists in an inflammation of the neuralema or fibrous sheath 
investing the nerve, and is generally of rheumatic origin. It 
is characterized by a dull, aching pain, extending from the 
lumbar vertebree to the upper and outer part of the thigh, 
with irregular exacerbations of great acuteness, and extending 
through the whole length of the limb to the toes. There is 
acute tenderness over the origins and trunk of the nerve, but 
without swelling, and the pain is more severe at night, and 
greatly aggravated by any movement of the limb. In the 
early stage it is often accompanied by slight general fever, and 
sometimes by rheumatic inflammation in other parts of the 
body. The second variety is characterized by severe parox- 
ysms of pain in the nerve, generally commencing behind and 
above the trochanter, and extending more or less down the 
limb, but strictly periodical in their occurrence; that is, the 
paroxysms commence about the same time every day or every 
second day, continue a given number of hours and then cease, 
with as much regularity as the paroxysms of an intermittent. 
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There is usually no fever, and if slight tenderness exists during 
the paroxysms, it entirely disappears in the intermissions. 
This variety is undoubtedly of malarivus origin, being chiefly 
met with in districts where intermittents prevail endemically, 
and may be properly styled periodical sciatica. 

The third variety is characterized by irregularly recurring 
paroxysms of very acute pain in the course of the nerve, com- 
mencing as suddenly asa current of electricity, and ceasing 
equally sudden, and unaccompanied by either fever or tender- 
ness to pressure. When it hus continued for several months, 
the muscles of the limb are generally found to be more or less 
atrophied, and their contractility so much impaired as to pro- 
duce a clumsy or awkward gait in walking. 

Your attention is called thus minutely to the several varieties 
of Sciatica; that you may avoid the very common practice of 
applying certain remedies empirically to all cases, without 
any reference to their special characteristics. 


Both the causes and the pathology of the third variety named 
are involved in obscurity and doubt; and the majority of cases 
seem to be but little influenced by remedial agents. The 
second class of cases more generally yield readily to a judicious 
use of anti-periodics and tonics. The first class of cases, to 
which the patient before us evidently belongs, are generally 
amenable to such remedies as relieve sub-acute rhuematism in 
other parts of the body. If we have correctly interpreted the 
symptoms of this case, it consists of a sub-acute rheumatic in- 
flammation of the neuralema or sheath of the sciatic nerve 
from its origin in the spinal cord to a point a little below the 
level of the trochanter major. We have before explained that 
all inflammations when closely analized are found to contain 
three elementary pathological conditions, namely, au exalted 
susceptibility in the structure, an altered affinity, and an aceu- 
mulation of blood in the capillaries; and that these several 
conditions exist in very variable degrees of intensity in differ- 
ent cases, thereby causing the different varieties of inflamma- 
tion. In all rhenmatic inflammations, the first element, which 
we call exalted susceptibility, predominates, causing great 
pain and sensibility of parts, with comparitively little change 
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either in the accumulation of blood or the nutrition of the 
part. This is pre-eminently true when, as in the present case, 
the inflammation is in parts immediately investing nerve matter. 
Hence, in examining this man’s hip, you do not find sufficient 
accumulation of blood in any of the.structures to cause a per- 
ceptible degree of swelling, or even increased local tempera- 
ture, and yet the sensibility is so much exalted that every 
motion or touch causes the most severe pain, while the spas- 
modie action of the muscles show the same exaggerated 
influence of the motor filaments of the nerves. 

These conditions have an important bearing on our thera- 
peutic measures. If the inflammation was located in a highly 
vascular structure like the lungs, for example, the accumulation 
of blood might be so great, that with'the altered vital affinity, 
a dangerous degree of engorgement and infiltration of texture 
would result. Hence, measures calculated to counteract or 
relieve such accumulation of blood would constitute a primary 
indication in the treatment. But in the case before us, the 
small extent of the texture involved, and the little comparitive 
vascularity, renders this indication of minor importance, while 
the extreme exaltation of susceptibility in the enclosed nerve 
structure calls for the use of such agents as tend to subdue 
this as a primary step in the treatment. You are already 
aware, from previous instruction in these wards, that rheumatic 
inflammation is very generally regarded as arising from the 
retention of some effete and disturbing element in the blood; 
and consequently that the first object of the physician should 
be, either to expel by elimination, or neutralize by chemical 
agents, this supposed irritant. 

Without denying the correctness of this doctrine in relation 
to the essential cause of rheumatic inflammation, we must 
caution you against a prevalent tendency to restrict our atten- 
tion entirely to this and the remedial measures it suggests. 
You must remember that an inflammation, or any other 
morbid process, does not always cease with the ceaseation of 
the efficient cause which excited it to action. 

Hence, though a removal of the cause may be a primary in- 
dication, it dues not necessarily supersede all other indications 
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for treatment. On the contrary, a morbid process, like in- 
flammation, once established in any given structure may 
persist, accompanied by great pain, until it results in serious 
change of texture by effusion, infiltration, and induration; or 
in destruction by suppuration and gangrene. 

For reasons already given, we have little to fear from any 
of these changes of texture in the case before us; consequently 
it presents but two prominent objects to be accomplished by 
treatment. First, to remove the exciting cause; and second, 
to overcome the extreme susceptibility and consequent pain 
which has been engendered in the affected nerve and the parts 
on which it is distributed. On the first admission of the 
patient, we endeavored to accomplish these two objects by 
using such remedies as promote excretion in conjunction with 
such as directly diminish morbid susceptibility. 

We gave the following : 

R Vin. Colchici 3 j. 
Tinct. Cimicifuga Rac. 3 ii. 
Tinet. Verat. Viride, Zi. 
Mixed, of which a teaspoonful was given every four hours, 
with the following powder at bed-time : 
R Pauly. Opii, 2 grs. 
Nit. Potassa, 10 grs. 
Hydrarg. Chlorid. Mite. 2 grs. Mix, one powder. 

At the same time we kept the whole groin and hip covered 
with cloths wet in a warm infusion of Aconite Leaves. In 
less than forty-eight hours the general febrile symptoms had 
disappeared, the skin and kidneys acted freely, the tenderness 
of the nerve tracks was diminished, but the paroxysms of pain 
and spasmodic action of the muscles of the thigh continued. 
The Tinct. Verat. Viride was now omitted from the first pre- 
scription, and otherwise the same treatment continued. The 
next day the pain and tenderness had left the groin entirely, 
but remained severe in the origins and trunk of the sciatic 
nerve. The patient had sweat copiously, and the kidneys had 
acted freely during the whole of the past three days, and now 
the Colchicum began to move the bowels too freely. We 
continued the same applications externally, and gave internally 
the following: 














The Chicago Medical Examiner. 


R Pulv. Opii, 10 grs. 
Nit. Potassa, 30 grs. 
Pulv. Doveri, 30 grs. 
Mix, and divide into six powders, of which give one every 
four hours. 


Having occasion to leave home for ten days, all my patients 
here were left in charge of my colleague, Prof. Andrews. 


You will perceive that up to this time the treatment had 
been designed, on the one hand, to promote elimination sufli- 
cient to free the system from any retained effete or disturbing 
agents, and on the other, to allay pain and morbid sensibility. 
As the relief of the patient was only partial, my colleague 
adopted a course of treatment more directly calculated to 
act chemically upon the fluids of the body, by giving the 
patient freely of the Salts of Soda and Potassa, with an 
anodyne at bed-time. Still, as you have just seen by a careful 
examination of the patient, it has exerted very little apparent 
influence over his suffering. 

The questions now arise, why does the pain continue? 
And what further remedial agents are called for? You have 
already been cautioned against relying too exclusively upon 
such means as are calculated merely to remove the exciting 
cause of a disease. The case directly before us proves the 
necessity for that caution. For three weeks all the important 
excretory organs have been kept active, and for more than 
one week the fluids of the body have been freely saturated 
with alkaline salts. Hence, if the disease depended upon the 
presence of any acid irritant in the system, as the prevailing 
doctrines of the profession ciaim, it certainly should have been 
either eliminated or neutralized. It is true that under the 
past treatment all general fever has disappeared, and the local 
tenderness has much diminished, but the pain and spasms, 
depending, as we suppose they do, on the irritation or morbid 
susceptibility of the nerve structure, still continue. May not 
this continuance of nerve irritation depend, in part at least, on 
too great a relaxation of structures, or in other words, debility, 
favored by the excessive eliminations of the past two or three 


weeks ? 
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Whatever may be the theories we adopt for explaining the 
condition of the patient, it is certain that he is now much de- 
bilitated, and all his structures relaxed, and yet a fixed posi- 
tion of the limb, with frequent and excessive paroxysms of 
pain. Hence, the indication for further treatment plainly 
consists in the use of such agents as will strongly diminish 
nerve irritability and pain, while they increase the vital affinity 
and consequent tonicity of the tissues. For this purpose no 
more efficient combination can be found than that of Opium 
with Quinine, given in moderately large doses. Sometimes, 
however, Opium when thus administered for several days in 
succession, checks too much the action of the kidneys. This 
can be prevented by adding Nitrate of Potassa to the other 
ingredients. We shall therefore direct for this patient the 
following : 


R Snulph. Quinine, 24 grs. 
Pulv. Opium, 16 grs. 
Nit. Potassa, 40 grs. 


Mix, and divide into eight powders. Give one every four 
hours. 

At the same time we shall cause a small blister to be made 
just above the left sacro-iliac junction, the cuticle to be re- 
moved, and half a grain of Morphia applied to it each night 
and morning, with a dressing of mild Mercurial Ointment 
during the interval. If the pain becomes subdued and the 
patient sleeps, we shall gradually diminish the quantity of 
both quinine and opium, aiming to so adjust the doses as to 
keep the pain under control without stupifying the patient. 
If necessary, a fresh blister will be made over the track of 
the sciatic nerve every two or three days. 

Note.—Two weeks have now elapsed, and the patient is 
slowly recovering without any material alteration of the plan 
of treatment just set forth. 
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PROF. DAVIS’ CLINIQUE IN THE MEDICAL DEPART- 
MENT OF LIND UNIVERSITY. 


Saturday, June 23d, 1860. 





Case Ist. General Irritation of the Mucous Membranes.— 
This patient is a child aged 10 months. The mother says it 
has been feverish and restless all the past week. It has a 
frequent, harrassing cough, with some rattling of mucous in 
the air passages; together with frequent discharges from the 
bowels. The feeces are thin, variable in color, and mixed with 
mucus. The stomach is also sensitive, often rejecting its milk 
after nursing, and crying as if troubled with colic pains. On 
looking into the mouth you find the mucous lining redder than 
natural, more hot, as well as more heat of the cutaneous sur- 
face generally. 

From these symptoms we infer that a low grade of inflam- 
mation exists in the mucous membrane of the air passages 
and the lower half of the bowels. Such cases have been 
frequently met with during the last few days, and in most 
instances the following mixture has afforded the most prompt 
relief : 

R Ol. Terebrinth, 3i. 
Tinct. Opii. Zi. 
Pulv. G. Arabac, wits 
White Sugar, ms 3 

Rub together, and add : 

Comp. Honey of Squills, &e. 3 iii. 
Mint Water, 3 iss. 

Mix, and give the child from twenty to thirty drops every 
three or four hours. 

We shall give the child this mixture, and request the mother 
to bring it again in two or three days if it is not fully relieved. 


Case 2. Hooping-Cough.—This little child is only four 
months old. We are told that it has had a severe cough for 
two weeks past. The cough comes in distinct paroxysms, 
apparently very severe, and often ending with so much strang- 
ling or spasmodic difficulty of inspiration as to cause the face 
to become very turgid with blood, and the eyelids swollen. 





























Original Communications. 429 


Sometimes the efforts at inspiration are accompanied by a 
loud stridulous sound called the hoop. This disease is dis- 
tinguished from bronchitis or pneumovia by the distinctness 
and severity of the cough, the strangling that accompanies it, 
and the apparent entire freedom from either febrile symptoms 
or dyspneea during the intervals between the paroxyms, 

The child will cough with such violence as to alarm the 
parents at one moment, and in ten minutes afterwards be 
either langhing and playful, or asleep, breathing as easy as if 
in perfect health. 

The /ooping-cough is a spasmodic affection, doubtless 
depending on some peculiar morbid condition of the par va- 
gum, or that portion of it which is distributed upon the respir- 
atory organs. It seldom proves fatal unless by complication 
with bronchitis or pneumonia. 

When the disease occurs in the middle of summer it is apt 
to become complicated with diarrhcea, especially if the ordinary 
expectorants are used in its treatment. As the cough is purely 
spasmodic, dependent on nervous irritation, our chief reliance 
in the treatment of it must be upon anti-spasmodics and ano- 
dynes. We shall direct for this little child the following 
mixture: 


IR Tincture Lobelia, % ss. 
Tinct. Cannabis Ind. % ss. 


Mix, and give the child 8 drops, four times a day. This 
dose may be increased or diminished according to its effects. 


Case 3. Chronic Bronchitis with Asthma.—Mrs. C., aged 
35 years, has had a severe harsh cough for several months. 
The cough is deep and rough, accompanied by a sense of sore- 
ness behind the lower half of the sternum, and a scanty opaque 
expectoration. She says she often has paroxysms of dyspneea 
80 severe that she cannot lie down at night, and feels constantly 
a tightness or sense of constriction across the chest. There is 
no fever, and only a slight degree of emaciation. By auscul- 
tation, a coarse dry ronchus was heard over both sides of the 
chest, with prolonged wheezing expiration, as though the 
bronchial tubes were contracted to such a degree that the air 
escaped with difficulty. There was no increased vibration of 
voice, and no dulness on percussion. 
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The members of the class were allowed to examine the 
patient with the stethescope, after which the diagnosis between 
tuberculosis and bronchitis was fully discussed. The patient 
was evidently affected with that grade of chronic inflammation 
of the mucous lining of the bronchial tubes which causes the 
membrane to become congested, thickened, and yet dryer than 
natural. Hence, the narrowing of the tubes, causing the 
sense of tightness in the chest, while the sensitive filiments of 
nerves distributed upon the membrane partake of the inflam- 
mation sufficiently to cause frequent harrassing cough, and at 
times paroxysms of dyspneea, constituting one of the varieties 
of Asthma. 

The first object in the treatment of such a case is to diminish 
the morbid sensitiveness of the mucous surface of the air 
passages, and promote a more abundant secretion. Perhaps 
no remedial agents will do this more efficiently than the com- 
bination of Opium and Tartrate of Antimony and Potash. 
We shall, therefore, give her the following: 


R Pulv. Opii, 8 grs. 
Tart. Ant. et Pot. 1 gr. 
White Sugar, 30 grs. 


Mix, and divide into eight powders, and give one each 
morning, noon, tea-time, and bed-time. When they have all 
been taken, open the bowels moderately by a dose of Castor 
Oil. We shall expect by that time, the cough to have become 
much less severe, and the expectoration more free ; and if s9, 
she may then take the following mixture: 

RB Fluid Ext. Lactuca, 3 iss. 
Tinct. Lobelia, % 88. 
Tinct. Cimicifuga Rac., i. 

Mix, and take a teaspoonful four times a day. 

This formula may be rendered more efficacious for many 
chronic cases, accompanied by considerable thickening of the 
bronchial mucous membrane, by adding to it 3iss of Iodide 
of Potassa. 

Case 4. Incipient Tuberculosis.—This was a woman, aged 
40 years, presenting all the usual symptoms and signs of pul- 
monary tuberculosis in the early period of its advancement. 
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The case was profitably examined by the class, but we have 
so recently published a full clinical lecture on tuberculous 
cases, that we will not occupy space with the present one. 





BOOK AND PAMPHLET NOTICES. 


TRANSACTIONS of THE MerpicaL SocrETY OF THE STATE OF 
New Yorks, for 1860. 


The volume before us, kindly furnished by Secretary Dr. 8. 
D. Willard, is moderate in size, but contains in concise form 
much that is valuable to the medical profession. The Presi. 
dent, Dr. B. F. Barker, in his inaugural, alludes with just 
pride to the uumber and importance of the contributions to 
medical science which have come through this organization 
during the 62 years of its existence, claiming for it the pater- 
nity of the United States Pharmacopeia, and of the American 
Medical Association. 

The report of the Committee on City Milk, by S. R. Percy, 
M. D., N. Y., and communicated by the New York Academy 
of Medicine, is exceedingly valuable, exhibiting the results of 
much laborious and accurate investigation upon the Pathology 
of “ Swill Milk,” and its effects upon children. The microsco- 
pic delineations are very fine indeed. The Board of Health 
of New York are much indebted to Dr. Willard for his able 
response to their request. 

From the pen of Thomas W. Blatchford, A. M., M. D., we 
have “a condensed statement of what has been attempted for 
the advancement of Medical Education by the Medical Con- 
ventions of 1846 and 1847, and by the American Medical 
Association since its organization in 1847.” 

In the brief space of twelve pages, Dr. Blatchford presents 
before us the action and points of interest connected with this 
subject, as they appear running through the entire volume of 
the Transactions. An appropriate tribute is paid to the 
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memory of deceased members of the Society, among whom we 
note the names, Silas West, M. D., of Binghamton; Jotham 
Purdy, M. D.; Joel E. Hawley, M. D., Levi Farr, M. D., and 
Frederick F. Backus, M. D. 

The Statistical Tables and Mortuary Records are valuable 
for reference, and the members of the State, and officers of the 
County Societies are found in full. 

Several very valuable contributions to Medicine and Sur- 
gery help to make it a volume of intrinsic worth, and a credit 
to the able body which it represents. 


Szconp Annuat Report or THE Cuicaco CuariTaBLe Ever 

AND Ear Inrirmary. May, 1860. 

In accordance with the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
Association, the Surgeons respectfully report : 

That during the year ending May 1, 1860, one hundred and 
seventy-seven patients have been under treatment; namely, 
one hundred and fifty-five with diseases of the eye, and twenty- 
two with those of the ear; making an aggregate of two hun- 
dred and ninety-two that have been treated since the opening 
of the Infirmary, two years since. 

The following is a classified list of the diseases which have 
been treated during the past year: 


DISEASES OF THE EYE. 


Wounds and Injuries.......... 11 | Occlusion of Pupil....... ...-. 4 
Foreign Particles on Cormea.... 3 | Trichiasis............++++++ 4 
Conjunctivitis, simple.......... 4 | Inflammation of Lids.......... 11 
catarrhal......... OD | Cataract.... ...c.cscceccecs 8 

% granular......... 46 | Paralysis of Muscles.........-- 1 

* diptheritic....... 1 | Atrophy of Kye Ball........... 1 

Yr neonatorum...... 4 | Musee... ...ccccese cocvcscese 2 

° scrofulous........ 5 Conical Cornea..........0+++- 1 
Uleer of Cornea..........--.. 8 | Hydrophthalmia....°**:.....- 1 
ity of Cornea...........- 8 | Night Blindness...........--- 1 
Staphyloma of Cornea......... 3 | Xerophthalmia.............-+ 2 
Amaurosis.......2.----eeeeee 8 | Tumor of Eye Ball......-.---- 1 
Cystic Fumors of Lids......... 1 | Abscess ef Orbit........-.-- 1 
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DISEASES OF THE EAR. 





ET ee eee 6 | Pertoration of Membrana Tympani 4 
Bins. con 6hneddedasice vg . 4 | Foreign bodies in bxt-rnal Meatus 3 
Inflammation of External Meatus 2 Not chaamified...:..cccccocscoee q 

Bt evcvccsucnevesds cengmbbnoinde regen al 22 


Of these, one hundred and sixty were natives of foreign 
countries, and sevenicen of the United States. 

It is the special object of Charitable Eye Infirmaries to fur- 
nish the aftlicted poor with suitable medical advice and aid, 
before loss or diminution of vision has become. imminent. 
This work is essentially preventive and remedial, and is de- 
signed to relieve society beforehand of burdens, which, if the 
patient finds no seasonable relief, will fall heavily upon private 
friends or the public at large. No charity can be more wise, 
economical and worthy. Few forms of benevolence can ac- 
complish so large a good at so small a cost. 

The Dispensary of the Infirmary, at No. 60 North Clark 
Street, is open daily, from 114 to 1 o’clock, for the gratuitous 
treatment of the poor, atflicted with diseases of the Eye or 
Ear. 
The attending Surgeons are Edward L. Holmes, M. D., and 
Edwin Powell, M. D. 


Forry-rarrp Annvuat Report on the state of the Asylum for 
the relief of persons deprived of the use of their reason. 
Philadelphia: 1860. 

This is a pamphlet of 31 pages, containing the statistics and 
rules of the Friends Asylum for the Insane, in Philadelphia. 

A good report from an excellent institution. 


ProckEDINGs oF THE SixTy-EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF 
THE Connecticut Mepicat Society, held at Hartford, May 
23d and 24th, 1860. 

This is a volume of 72 pages, containing the list of officers ; 
the address of the President, Dr. Ashbel Woodward, on Med- 
+ 
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ical Ethics; an essay on Hygiene, by Dr. E. B. Haile, of 
Norwich; a Sanitary Report, by Dr. L. S. Wilcox, of Hart- 
ford; and Biographical Sketches of Drs. Benjamin Rogers, 
Joseph F. Jewett, Horatio Dow, James Morgan, Ambrose 
Ives, and Sturges Bulkley. 





SELECTIONS. 


PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
(FROM THE CORRESPONDENCE OF “‘ LONDON LANCET.”) 


The proceedings of the Academy of Medicine were com- 
menced on May 29th by M. Depaul!’s termination of the inter- 
esting paper, begun at the previous mecting, upon Occlusion 
of the Os Uteri during Pregnancy necessitating the Use of the 
Bistoury in order to effect wondeg A striking feature pres- 
ent in all the three cases detailed was the completeness of the 
obliteration of the uterine outlet, and also the solidity of the 
cohesion between the parts. Neither could the smallest trace 
of the os be detected by the finger, nor did the most powerful 
uterine efforts, though continued for many consecutive hours, 
in any way tend to re-establish the normal state of things. 

After the reading of this communication, M. Velpeau rose; 
but as ppotens notice had been given by M. Blache, physician 
to the Hospital des Enfans, of an intention to bring furward a 
claim of priority in favor of Delau over M. Bize, of Montele- 
mart, in the administration of Perchloride of iron in purpura 
hemorrhagica, that surgeon waived his right in M. Blache’s 
favor. This latter gentleman stated that several years ago, at 
the suggestion of M. Delau, he undertook a series of experi- 
ments with this remedy, all more or less confirming the sne- 
cessful results detailed in M. Bize’s essay. The statement 
called forth a reply from the reporter of the committee, M. 
Devergie, in which he maintained that a full investigation of 
the question of priority had been instituted, and that though 
M. Delau seems to have been the first to turn his attention to 
the subject, yet as M. Bize had been the first to publish his 
experiment, the palm must remain in his possession—on the 
principle, I suppose, of “ Palman qui (non) meruit ferat.” 

Much time having been fritted away in this tiresome and 
bootless discussion about priority, it was late when M. Trousseau 
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rose to reply to some of the charges made in M. Devergie’s 
report on the influence of the perchloride of iron, against the 
partizans of the vitalist or dynamist theory of the mode of 
action of iron on the economy. The learned professor said 
that the reporter had treated two questions in his critique: one, 
the action of the drug; the other, a question, and a most im- 
portant one, of general therapeutics. As regarded the action 
of the drug in purpura hemorrhagica, he did not consider that 
the cases were suflicient to prove its curative power, and he 
believed that medical men would be disappointed if they 
adopted its use and relied upon speedy and certain results. 
He extolled its merits as a topical hemostatic, but said that 
the theory of the chemical action of the perchloride was absurd ; 
that its administration in hemorrhage from the lungs or womb 
was beyond measure ridiculous; and, in a clever bantering 
way, followed the course of a supposed dose through the sys- 
tem, from its administration from the mouth to its ultimate 
distribution, or rather diffusion, amongst all the capillaries of 
the body, and dwelt upon the improbability of its having re- 
served the employment of its styptic power until its arrival at 
the required destination. The sedative effects noted by the 
author of the paper, M. Trousseau attribnted to the cessation of 
reaction from natural causes, foreign to the action of the reme- 
dy administered, and said that he did not believe that any 
drug possessed: both a styptic and at the same time a sedative 
power. Diverging now into the general question of the mode 
of action of ferruginous preparations on the system, the pro- 
fessor argued with much power against the views of the 
chemical theorists, who maintain that iron, when taken, is ab- 
sorbed directly into the blood and there precipitated as an 
oxide, and that it restores to that fluid the amount of material 
necessary for the reconstitution of its globules. By citing the 
experiments of M. Keveil, who found that in chlorosis the 
administration of iron, although followed by rapid increase in 
the quantity of blood-globules, produced no increase in the 
amount of that minera) in this fluid, M. Trousseau introduced 
his own theory concerning its therapeutical action,—namely, 
that of excitation. In chlorosis, where the effects of the iron 
are best seen, there is no lack of it in the system, but as the 
globules are few, it is condensed, not diminished; and the 
en property of the ferruginous compounds is to produce 

istribution by stimulating the system, and exciting the re- 
formation of the globular ingredient of the bluod. 

Here the meeting was adjourned to the 5th June. 

I was at the Hopital de la Charite this morning (June 4th), 
and I find that M, Piorry has authorized a medical gentleman, 
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of the name of Guirette, from Lyons, to institute in his wardé 
a series of experiments in order to test the value of a new 
plan proposed by the said Dr. Guirette, for the radical cure of 
phthisis pulmonalis, during its third or suppurative stage. 

Such a proposition, at first sight, is unpromising, aud espe- 
cially at the Charite, whose wards are still echoing with the cruel 
humbugs and deceptive professions of the Docu Noir; 
nevertheless | am disposed to think M. Piorry justified in 
giving the present scheme a fair trial. The method cf treat- 
ment consists in the establishment ot a fistulous opening through 
the integuments of the thorax and the pleura into the lung at 
its diseased part, and in the free admission of atmospheric air 
into the cavity of the abscess, which at the same time dischar 
its contents externally. Dr. Guirette was led to believe in the 
feasibility of such a plan by pure accident. Having at the 
Hospital at Lyons applied an issue to the chest of a phthisical 
patient, over the site of a cavity, and having inserted a pea in 
order to keep up the connter-irritation, this practitioner found 
that the foreign body had worked its way into the lung, and 
caused the pus contained in the abscess, which was a ver 
superticial one, to escape at the artificial opening. The result 
so far from being fatal to the patient, was so beneficial as to 
lead to complete recovery. He left the hospital apparently 
cured, and emigrated to Rio Janeiro. 

Since the occurrence of this case, Dr. Guirette has applied 
the penetrating cautery in three instances, and each time with 
the best success. Encouraged by this experience, he has come 
to Paris to submit his plan to public criticism; and although 
he has met with many rebuffs, is now enabled, by the kindness 
of M. Piorry, to plead his own cause, or rather that of his new 
system of treatment of this most incurable complaint. Opera 
tions have been already commenced; and a lad aged about 
eighteen years, with all the symptoms of an abscess under the 
left clavicle, has been handed over to Dr. Guirette, who — 
ed on the third inst., a cautery of Vienna paste in the third 
intercostal space, towards the axilla. This, when the eschar 
falls, will be replaced by a pea attached to a thread of silk, I 
shall report progress in my next. 

The following are a few of the practical truths insisted on by 
M. Desmarres, in his clinical remarks on the results of his 
experience in ophthalmic medicine, and are worth mentioning : 

1. When you see in an obstinate case of conjunctivitis, an 


elongated clot or streak of mucous adhering to the surface of 


the eye or lid, be sure that the irritation is due to an eyelash 
growing out of its natural direction. 
9, In @ case of monocular palpebral conjunctivitis, the dis- 
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turbance of the circulation is very often due to. an obstruction 

of some portion of the lachrymal apparatus. Always assure 

— in these affections, of the permeability of the duct, 
y means of an injection with Anel’s syringe. 

3. Never apply nitrate of silver to a recently-prolapsed iris ; 
it often causes the most violent inflammation. 

4, After applying nitrate of silver to an eye, whether in 
solid or liquid form, neutralize the excess by means of a solu- 
tion of common sait, which forms an insoluble chloride. 

5. Never operate for cataract without first seeing if the 
hosphenes exist, or if there be sugar in the urine. In the 
irst case, the operation is useless; in the last, most dangerous, 
for the corneal flap is nearly sure to slough. 

6. If a patient with dim sight complains of an iridescent 


halo round the candle, you may prognosticate a glaucoma.— 
London Lancet. 





NEWS ITEMS, MEDICAL FACTS, &c. 
(FROM THE “ LONDON LANCET.”) 


Relation of the Medical Profession to the Public.—At a late 
meeting of the Royal Institution, Dr. Mayo delivered a lecture 
“On the Relation of the Public to the Science and Practice 
of Medicine.” He alluded to an antagonistic feeling existing 
between medical nen and a portion of the public, in conse- 
quence of which medical aid is often not applied for until it is 
too late. He recommended an alteration of the existing sys- 
tem, which tends to produce dissatisfaction and mutual distrust, 
and the adoption of a mode of practice that would place the 

ublic and the medical profession on terms of friendship. Dr. 

ayo then strongly urged the propriety of a wider study of 
physiology as a branch of general education, and adverted 
favorably to the fitness of women to practice medicine. Touch- 
ing on the subject of insanity, Dr. Mayo condemned the 
present system, which gives an arbitrary power of confinement 
to any two medical practitioners, who may or may not be 
competent to form an opinion as to insanity. 


Trial for Abortion. —The Queen v. White and others.—Mr. 
Kennedy applied on Tuesday last, at the Court of Queen’s 
Bench, in this case, for a rule to show cause why the Coroner’s 
proceedings (the latter of two inquisitions) should not_be 
quashed, The two prisoners were White, a chemist at Bir- 
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mingham, and a Mrs. Fisher, with whom a female had lodged 
for six or seven weeks; and, after taking certain medicines 
and undergoing operations at the hands of White, died. At 
a first inquest a verdict of “ Natural Death” was returned; 
at a second, one of “ Wilful Murder” against the prisoners. 
It ‘was contended that the Coroner had acted wrongly in 
taking the evidence, on the second occasion, of a witness who 
had been present and not examined on the first, and on whose 
statement the case turned. This important application was 
adjourned to search for precedents. 


A Bribe-—A “Homeopath ” writes to the morning papers 
stating that in answer to the appeals of various hospitals for 
further funds, he has addressed an offer to St. Mary’s, St. 
George’s, Middlesex, and the University hospitals, for contri- 
butivg £3000 to the expense of certain wards during three 
years, on condition that homeopathic treatment should be 
adopted for the patients, and a public “ trial ” made of home- 
opathy. He does not understand that this is a bribe offered 
to lull the consciences of men who refuse to tamper with the 
lives of the patients entrusted to their care, but laments the 
obstinacy wid rejects his dangerous liberality. 


Longevity.— Beauly v. Roseneath.—A correspondent writes : 
“Tt being questioned in reference to Roseneath whether any 
Highland parish could produce four living persons whose 
united ages aimount to 3870 years, I have to state that there 
are alive in the parish of Kilmorack three females and one 
male whose united ages amount to 375 years, being respective- 
ly 99, 94, 91, 91. The two eldest are widows, the others a 
widower and a spinster. This gives an average of 1 1-4 above 
Roseneath. It cannot be vouched for that these four are the 
eldest in the parish, and lately much higher figures could be 
brought forward, as no doubt many other Highland parishes 
can at present.” —Jnverness Advertiser. 


| Man-Eating Tigers.—Since January, 1859, 1,500 Chinese 
have been carried off by tigers in Johere, the end of the 
Malacca peninsula. It is now difficult to induce Coolies to 
work in Johore. 


' Influence of Slow Lead-Poisoning on the Product i, Con- 

tion.—M. C. Paul, resident physician to a Paris Hospital, 
has collected 81 cases showing the baneful influence of Jead. 
His-attention was attracted to the subject -by the ease of a 
woman who had given birth to three healthy children before 
she-took to the occupation of printing-type cleaning, and who 
out of ten subsequent gestations had had eight miscarriages. 
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One child, which was born at full time, died at five months. 
The 81 cases refer mostly to women, only a few relating to 
men. From these cases M. Paul thinks himself justified in 
supposing that lead-poisoning has not only the already well- 
known effects, but that it alsu causes the death of the foetus, 
or the premature decease of the child, whether either the 
father or mother has been exposed to lead-poisoning. Out of 
the 123 gestations included in the 81 cases, 64 abortions, 4 
premature labors, and 5 still-births were noted. It was, more- 
over, observed that 20 children, born at full time, died within 
their first year, 8 within their second, 7 within their third, and 
one only at a later period. 14 children are now alive, 10 of 
whom are above three years old. Metrorrhagia occurred in 
15 cases, the loss of blood depending, very probably, on 
abortions.— Gazette des Hopitaux. 


The Dietetic Inventiveness of Hunger.—Captain Marcy, in 
his interesting work, “ The Prairie Traveller,” supplied sev- 
eral facts not without importance in a physiological and medi- 
cal aspect. Indeed, under the hardships and privations which 
fall to the lot of travellers beyond the tracks of civilized life, 
man and the inferior animals are frequently made the subjects 
of experiments, which cannot be instituted in our schools and 
hospitals. | Captain Marcy thus describes what befell his 
party when passing over the Rocky Mountains during the 
winter of 1857-8 ;—“‘ Our supplies of provisions were entirely 
consumed eighteen days before reaching the settlements in 
New Mexico, and we were obliged to resort to a variety of 
éxpedients to supply the deficiency. Our poor mules were 
fast fulling and dropping down from exhaustion in the deep 
snows, and our only dependence for the means of sustaining 
life was upon these starved animals as they became unservice- 
able. We had no salt, sugar, coffee, or tobacco, which, at a 
time when men are perfoiming the severest labor that the 
human system is capable of enduring, was a great privation. 
In this destitute condition we found a substitute for tobacco in 
the bark of the red willow, which grows upon many of the 
mountain streams in that vicinity. The outer bark is first 
removed with a knife, after which the inner bark is scraped 
up into ridges around the sticks, and held into the fire until 
it.is thoroughly roasted, when it is taken oft the stick, pulver- 
ized in the hand, and is ready for smoking. It has the 
narcotic properties of tobacco, and is quite = hag to the 
taste and smell. The sumach leaf is also used by the Indians 
in the same way, and has a similar taste to the willow bark. 
A decoction of the dried wild or horse mint, which we found 
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abundant under the snow, was quite palatable, and answered 
instead of coftee. It dries up in that climate, but does not 
lose its flavor. We suffered greatly from the want of salt; 
but by burning the outside of our mule-steaks, and sprinkling 
a little gun-powder upen thom, it did not require a very 
extensive stretch of the imagination to fancy the presence of 
both salt and pepper. (There can be no doubt that the nitre 
and charcoal would to a great extent supply the want of salt. 
Soldiers and huntsmen have long resorted to this use of gun- 
powder under emergencies.) We tried the flesh of horse, colt, 
and mule, all of which were in a starved condition, and of 
course not very tender, juicy, or nutritious.. We consumed 
the enormous amonnt of from five to six pound of this meat 
per man daily; but continued to grow weak and thin, until, 
at the end of twelve days, we were able to perform but little 
labor, and were continually craving for fat meat.” 


The Sphygmographer, er Register of the Arterial Pulse.—M. 
Marey has published in the Gazette Medicale, an article where- 
.in he describes an improvement on Vierodt’s arterial register. 
The French instrument also acts by a lever, but is lighter and 
of easier practical application. It can only indicate the fre- 
quency or the more or less regularity of the pulse. It may 
be doubted whether these instruments, though very ingenious, 
wil] ever prove actually useful in practice. 


Rasorian Doses of Tartar Emeticin Tetanus.—Dr. Cornaz 
relates, in L’ Echo Medical Suisse of the 1st inst., two cases of 
tetanus in which repeated doses of tartar emetic were given. 
One of the patients, aged sixty-three, whose primary lesion 
was mortification of a finger, recovered; the hn. aged forty- 
one, who had had two fingers crushed, sank under the tetanic 
attacks. The doses of tartar emetic were, in both cases, half 
a grain every half-hour; these produced rather abundant 
alvine evacuations, but not very severe vomiting. Both 
patients had, however, large doses of morphine iat chlorate 
of potash, with warm baths. When the emetic acted too pow- 
erfully on the intestinal canal, the administration of the salt 
was suspended for several hours. 


Drowning in a Water Bed—On Monday last an inquest 
was held at the County Lunatic Asylum, Colney Hatch, on 
the body of Martha Draper, one of the patients, she having 
been accidentally drowned in consequence of the bursting of a 
water bed. 


Dissecting Wounds.—M. Cb. Phillips, a surgeon well known 
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in Paris by very successful labors in urinary pathology and 
practice, has been in a very precarious state from a dissecting 
wound, but is now recovering. 


A New Military Hospital in Paris.—The Minister of War 
has lately decided that a military hospital shall be established 
in the northern part of Paris. The principal hospital of the 
kind, called Val de Grace, is situated, as is well known, on the 
left or southern side of the Seine. It has been proposed to 
use the Hospital for Incurables for the purpose, and to transfer 
the patients of the latter institution into a new building to be 
erected outside the fortifications. Another part of the project 
is to place all the hospitals in which very chronic or incnrable 
cases are received beyond the fortified line. What is to be- 
come of the patients in the event of a seige ? 


ga a A without Traction versus the Cosarean Oper- 
ation.—M. Pajot, professor of clinical obstetricy at the Paris 
Faculty, has just substituted the former for the latter opera- 
tion, in a case where, from rickets, the antero posterior diame- 
ter measured but one inch and two-thirds. M. Pajot considers 
that the danger of cephalotripsy consists in the tractions which 
are generally made after the head is broken up, as points of 
bone easily tear the soft parts of the mother. He is in the 
habit of crushing as completely as possible, and then leavin 
the uterus to expel the foetus by its contractions. This metho 
is even carried out as regards the body of the child. In the 
present case the success was complete. 


Mortality in the Russian Capitals.—At St. Petersburg, the 
number of births in 1828 amounted to 17,658 (9147 boys, and 
8511 girls), while the deaths were 19,077. This fact, which 
occurs every year, demonstrates that, as the deaths exceed the 
births, the population of that city is only kept up by immigra- 
tion. The number of illegitimate births increases, while 
marriages are diminishing. At Moscow, the number of births 
ic 11,267 (5822 boys, and 5445 girls), and that of deaths, 

9703. 


Medicines of the Shetlanders.—Their popular receipts are 
scurvy-grass for cutaneous complaints, butter-milk for dropsy, 
shells of whelks calcined and pounded for dyspepsia, and a 
variety of steatite for excoriations. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


From the reports in the New Haven papers, and our own 
notes, we have been able to give a more full and correct account 
of the doings of the recent annual meeting of the American 
Medical Association, than we have seen in any of our exchan- 


ges. The meeting was very fuily attended, the number of 
members registered being over six hundred. The most cordial 
good feeling was exhfhited throughout the session. All who 
listened to the reading of papers and the discussions in the 
several sections, were very much pleased with the practical 
working of that feature of the recent meeting. The profession 
and citizens of New Haven left nothing undone that was 
calculated to add to the interests or pleasure of the members of 
the Association. 

The numerous evening parties were extremely pleasant, and 
the general entertainment in the State House on Thursday 
evening, was truly a grand social gathering, and a season of 
gay festivity. If any failed to enjoy themselves, the fault must 
have been in their own minds, for smiling faces, beautiful 
flowers, delicious strawberries met them at every turn. At 
the close of the session, the opinion seemed to be expressed, 
with great unanimity, that it had been more profitable and 
satisfactory than any other since the organization of the Asso- 
ciatiou. 

It will be seen by the record of proceedings, that the next 
annual meeting is to be held in this city on the 1st Tuesday in 
June, 1861. And we have no doubt but our citizens as welllas 
the profession of the city and State, will receive the members 
of the Association on that occasion, with a cordiality that has 
not been excelled in any other part of the Union. 


CONVENTION OF DELEGATES FROM MEDICAL 
COLLEGES. 


According to the adjournment at Louisville, the Delegates 
from Medical Colleges, met in New Haven on Monday, prece- 
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ding the day for the meeting of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

The official record of the proceedings is given in the present 
number of the Journal. Although that record is strictly 
correct, and contains all the propositions acted upon, and the 
results of such action ; yet it gives but an imperfect idea of the 
sentiments expressed by those who participated in the procee- 
dings. Some allegations were made, which, if true, ought to 
be known to the whole profession ; and if not true, the parties 
implicated should promptly disprove them. 

For instance, when the propositiou recommending the 
Colleges to rigidly exact reliable evidence that every candidate 
for graduation had actually studied medicine three full 
years, and attended two courses of lectures, it was alleged that 
somé of the oldest, largest, and most influential schools in the 
Union, habitually disregard this rule; and annually graduate 
students who have, not only, not studied the ¢hree years, but 
who have not attended even one third of the course of lectures 
at the close of which they graduate. Such violations of the 
plainest rules of propriety, as well as the most important 
dictates of justice, both to the profession and the community, 
cannot be too strongly censured. And more especially when 
they are practised by colleges long established, and the halls 
of which are annually overflowing with large classes. 

Another noticeable feature of that convention was the absence 
of all delegates from the schools here referred to. 

Do the faculties of such schools think that all the complaints 
of the profession in regard to medical education are really 
groundless and unworthy of notice? Or have they become 
80 secure in their prosperity that they think they are beyond 
the reach of criticism? In either case the time may come 
when they will both feel and heed the sentiments of the pro- 
fession as well as the interests of humanity. 


Dr. Wit11am Perper, formerly a clinical teacher in the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, and one of the most eminent practi- 
tioners of Philadelphia, has been appointed Professor of the 
Theory and Practice of Medicine in the University of Pennsy]- 
vania, vice Dr. Wood, resigned. 
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MEDICAL COLLEGES 1859-60. 





We take the following statistics chiefly from the American 


Medical Gazette :-— 


Students. Graduates. 


Jefferson Medical College, Phila.,............ 630 
University of Pennsylvania, Phila.,........... 515 
University of Nashville, Nashville, Tenn.,......456 
University of New York,................0006- 411 
Medical College of South Carolina, Charleston,..248 
College of Physicians, New York City,........ 200 
Massachusetts Medical College, Boston,....... 195 
Atlanta Medical College, Atlanta, Ga.,........ 166 
University of Louisville, Ky.,................ 130 
Kentucky School of Medicine, Louisville, Ky... 

Ohio Medical College, Cincinnati,............ 123 
Rush Medical College, Chicago, IIl.,.......... 101 


Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery,... 97 
Cleveland Medical College, Cleveland, Ohio,... 70 


New York Medical College, ................ 75 
Buffalo Medical College, Buffalo, N. Y.,....... 70 
Oglethorpe Medical College, Savannah, Ga.,... 60 
Savannah Medical College, ” sone 
Medical Department of Yale College,.......... 
Lind University, Chicago, IIl.,............... 30 
Med. Dep. of the Pennsylvania College, Phila., 
Mobile Medical College, Mobile, Ala.,......... 50 
College of Pharmacy, Phila.,................ 
Shelby Medical College, Nashville, Tenn.,..... 65 
University of Louisiana, New Orleans,........ 401 
New Orleans School of Medicine,............. 216 
Medical Department of Iowa University,...... 80 
St. Lonis Medical College,.................. 
Missouri Medical College, St. Louis,.......... 
Medical College of Alabama,...............+- 
Medical College of Virginia, Richmond,....... 
Medical College of Georgia,..............66- 
Pennsylvania Medical College, Phila.,........ 


National Medical College, Washington, D. C.,.. 83 


170 
173 
101 
138 


55 
32 
50 
38 
37 
31 
36 
30 
18 
20 























Editorial. 
NOTICE TO MEDICAL MEN IN ILLINOIS. 


The undersigned were appointed at the last meeting of the 
Illinois State Medical Society, a Committee on Drugs and 
Medicines. 

In the constitution of the Society, we find the duties of the 
committee to be as follows: 


“ The committee on Drugs and Medicines shall prepare an 
annual report on all improvemeuts and discoveries in Pharma- 
cy and on Materia Medica effected during the year, and on all 
subjects connected with the sophistication and sale of Drugs 
and Medicines.” 


The committee would respectfully request the physicians of 
this State to report in reference to this subject, the result of 
their observations, and send as soon as the 1st of April 1861, 
to: 

F. K. BAILEY, Chair’n, Joliet, 

R. G. LAUGHLIN, Heyworth, McLean Oo. 

Or, H. R. PAYNE, Marshall, Clark Co. 
Joliet, July, 1860. 





Decatur, June 9th, 1860. 
Dr. N. S. Davis, 


Dear Sir :— 
Please give the following a place in the Examiner, and 


much oblige 
Your Friend, 


S. T. TROWBRIDGE. 


TO THE MEDICAL PROFESSION OF ILLINOIS. 


The committee ~ Practical Medicine appointed at the 
last sitting of the Illinois State Medical Society, would respect- 
fully invite the co-operation of its members, and the profession 
of the State in general, in furnishing material for their report ; 
hoping each one will feel himself individually called upon to 
forward to the chairman of this committee, such observations 
of a practical character pertaining to disease, of either epidemic, 
sporadic, or other nature upon which he may feel inclined to 
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treat. We ask of each to give his own views in his own way, 
upon whatever subject would legitimately take a place in this 
report, and that the same may be submitted to us at as early 
a day as the Ist of February 1861. With much anxiety, 

I remain your most humble Servant, 


S. T. TROWBRIDGE, Chair’n. 





Pror. G. B. Woon, having retired from active professional 
life, and being on the eve of sailing for Europe, was entertained 
at a public dinner by the members of the profession in Phila- 
delphia, and the proceedings of the day were distinguished for 
their harmony and success. 





Hydrocyanate vf Iron in Epilepsy.—Dr. Trent, of Rich- 
mond, Va., has treated successfully several cases of epilepsy 
with the following mixture :— 

R Hydrocyanat. Ferri, Zi. 
Pulv. Valerian, 3 ij. 

Sig. Prepare a mass and divide into 120 pills, of which give 
one pill three times a day, gradually increasing to four a day. 
—Nashville Journal. 


Medicine in China.—Perfect free trade in physic exists 
there. The field is open to every one without examination. 
It is thought that every one has sense enough to choose his 
own doctor, and choose a good one, and if they suffer it is 
their own fault and they are to blame. When a physician is 
consulted he lays the hand on a soft cushion, feels the pulse of 
the wrist, asks age and symptoms, looks the patient in the 
face, strokes his beard, and writes the prescription perhaps, 
‘150 pills twice a duy.” “A dose of Chinese medicine,” says 
the Lancet, “is quite a curiosity. It is about the size of half 
a pound of moist sugar, and consists of twenty separate packets 
—four or five kinds of bark, a little orange peel, some walnuts, 
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some gentian, and half a dozen other roots, not unlike a small 
cake of blacking. These are all boiled together, and a good 
half-pint of the decoction is to be taken quite hot as a dose.” 
The profession does not seem to be highly remunerated how- 
ever. The lowest fee for a visit is 60 cash, about four cents, 
and the highest ordinary fee is 180, or twelve cents, although 
as much as 240, or 360 cash, eighteen and twenty-four cents, 
are sometimes given.—Vashville Journal. 


Malformation of the Chest.—Dr. Wojaczek, from Vienna, 
who is a native of Oslavan, in Moravia, and aged about 23, is 
the subject of a peculiar malformation of the chest, which has 
been examined by eminent medical men at the different 
universities and medical schools of Europe. This gentleman 
was introduced by Dr. Alexander Simpson, and submitted 
himself for examination by the members of the Medico-Chirur- 
gical Society of Edinburgh. In front, the chest presents in 
the middle, at its lower part, a remarkable depression or 
hollow, about three inches deep, and large enough to lodge the 
head of a child. This hollow is formed by the inflexion of the 
sternum downwards and backwards towards the spinal column, 
which it approaches so closely, that, by calculation, only about 
1} inches intervene between the lower end of the sternum and 
the front of the bodies of the vertebrae. There is no deficiency 
of the osseous or cartilaginous textures, but the cartilages of 
the ribs are bent backwards to join the depressed sternum and 
form the sides of the hollow: the skin and soft parts present 
nothing unusual. In consequence of this peculiar shape of 
the chest, the respiration is almost exclusively carried on by 
the diaphragm, and was first discovered by Professor. Skoda 
and Rokitansky during an illness, in which they had occasion 
to examine M. Wojaczek’s chest. Casts of the malformation 
have peen placed in the museums of the University and of the 
Royal College of Hergeens. —Edinburgh Medical Journal, 
June, 1860. 
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The Examiner will be issued during the first week of each 
month, commencing with January, 1860. Each number will con- 
tain 64 pages of reading matter, the greater part of which will 
be filled with such contents as will directly aid the .practitioner in 
the daily practical duties of his profession. 

To secure this object fully, we shall give, in each number, in 
addition to ordinary original articles, and seleetions on practical 
subjects, a faithful report of many of the more interesting cases 

resented at the Hospitals and College Cliniques. While aiming, 

owever, to make the ExaminER eminently practical, we shall not 
neglect either the scientific, social, or educational interests of the 
profession. It will not be the special organ of any one institu- 
tion, society or clique. But its columns will be open for well 
written articles from any respectable member of the profession, 
on all topics legitimately within the domain of medical literature, 
science, and education. 
Terms, $2.00 per annum, invariably in advance. 














